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WT 28 you have been the Anchor of 
Dp 7 my afflicted Soul, and the kind 
7 = Hand that has led me out of the 
WI 77 $# Paths of Iniquity and Deluſion, by 
GE ET making the erroneous Step I had 
, taken appear to me in its proper 
Light; which enabled me, by the 
1 of God, firmly and reſolutely to break 
through the ſtrong Walls that environed me in 
Darkneſs, Miſery, and Diſcontent; 1 ſhall readily * 
comply with your Deſire in giving you a juſt and 
B impar- 


RE : 
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ümpartial Account, how I was entrapped in the 
_ Hands of the Jeſuits, and of all that has happened 
to me ſince; which, I do not doubt, will make 
the Words of our bleſſed Saviour fully appear to 
you very applicable to the People I ſhall treat of. 
For ye are like unto whited Sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
Mens Bones, and all Uncleanneſs. , 
I own, I am greatly at a Loſs how I ſhall give 
you a perfect Idea of the Catholic Wiles and Prac- 
_ tices, without offending your very Nature. For 
many things that I have to offer, are too groſs to be 
told to modeſt Ears, and cannot therefore be a very 
agreeable Taſk for me to relate. But as you may 
bear to read, what you could not bear to hear, and 
are my beſt Friend, I will hide nothing from you. 
And ſince you have adviſed me to draw up this 
Narrative, with a View to prevent others from 
falling into the ſame Snare, in which my Foot was 
unhappily taken; it is more eſpecially incumbent 
on me to give a true Picture of Popery, as far at 
leaſt as I myſelf have been made acquainted with 
It. If I can in any Shape be an humble Inſtru- 
ment in keeping others ſtedfaſt to the Cauſe of 
Truth, 5 it may make ſome Atonement for 
the Error of my own Ways. 
When ] left the Country, I believe you was not 
a Stranger to my Reaſons, or my Intention of 
ſtudying Surgery, and adding that to the Profeſ- 
Hon I was bred to; viz. that of Phyſic. Being 
reſolved, therefore, to purſue this my intended 
| Scheme, I arrived at my Wife's Brother's Houſe 
| in London, the Twelfth of September, 1751, where 
we were to reſide till I had finiſhed my Studies; 
| 


d 


* 


and then either to return into the Country or ſettle 
in his Neighbourhood, near many of my own Re- 
lations, as well as my Wiſe's, who lived all conti- 
guous to one another, But Providence had ordered 
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it otherwiſe, and allotted me a Series of Sorrows 
and Afflictions to go through, which I hope I ſhall 
properly apply, and not repine at as grievous and 
intolerable; I had not been long in Town before 
1 _— embraced an 9 to viſit a par- 
ticular Family, with whoſe Daughters and Rela- 
tions in the Country I and my Wife had contracted 
the greateſt Friendſhip and Intimacy, and for whom 
we had entertained the greateſt Eſteem for many 
Years. During all this Time I never apprehended 
that the Daughters of this Family were Roman 
Catholics; that their Relations in the Country 
were not ſo, I very well knew. However, upon 
coming to Town, and making my Viſits to them, 
the Family took Occaſion to diſcloſe what was 
before 'a Secret; and gave me abundant Proofs, 
that they were no longer to be ranked in the 
Number of Proteſtants. Yet after all, this Diffe- 
rence between them and me in Point of Religion 
did not at all leſſen my Opinion of their Virtue, 
Probity, and Sincerity. I could not be ignorant 
that Difference in Matters of Faith and Opinion 
was no uncommon Thing.; and therefore I had 
Charity enough to think, that ſome good and 
honeſt Members might be found among all Per- 
ſuaſions; and in this Number I did not ſeruple 
to reckon the particular Family I had ſo long been 
acquainted with. But this Acquaintance with one 

Catholic Family (and this was the only one I knew 
on Earth; and happy, extremely happy for me, 
had J not known even this) was the Era from 
whence you may date whatever is found in the 
Courſe of my following Narrative; for in this 
Houſe was the Plan formed to make a Convert of 
me to the Roman Catholic Faith. © This Family, 
you muſt know, were, as I afterwards found, ac- 
quainted with all the Jeſuits and Roman Catholic 

L B 2 Prieſts 
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FPrleſts-in Town, or the greateſt Part of them at 


leaſt, and particularly with the titular: Biſhop of 
ndon, who himſelf is a Convert. Thus much, 


ever ſee or converſe either with him, or any other 
N Prieſt, until long after. 
As it was my fixed Purpoſe to improve mer 
in the Study of Anatomy and Surgery; I therefore 
communicated to this my Acquaintance as well my 
Reaſons for coming to Town with my little Fa- 
mily, as my Intention of going to Edinburgb to 
bei my Studies under the Care and Direction 
Mr. Monro. They approved of my Plan; ſaid, 
I was taking a very prudent Ste ip and thus ended 
the Firſt. Viſit, without the lea Objection made 
either to the Place or Thing I had in View. 
A little Time after I made a Second Viſit to this 
Family; and, after ſome Converſation, the Buſi- 
linefs of going to Edinburgh was again brought on 
the Carpet. It was at this Time they told me 
(and 1 dare ſay themſelves, had received Inſtruc- 
tions for ſo doing) that they had great Acquaint- 
ance in Town, and many of them Gentlemen in 
Phyſic and Surgery, whom they had conſulted for 
my Good; and that they thought me very right in 
my Intentions of improving myſelf in Surgery, 
but very wrongly adviſed as to the Place for that 
Study; that many of them were very eminent Men, 
and had purſued their Studies in Paris; and recom- 
mended that as the moſt proper Place in the World, 
and alſo the leaſt expenſive; ſeeing I might be 
better taught there for Half the Money I ſhould be 
obliged to ſpend at Edinlurgb. I. . my good 
Friend, you will allow me it is very natural for 
any Man, who is going to an unknown Place, to 
litten to ſuch Advice as this, when he is really 
under the ſtrongeſt Prepoſſeſſion that it comes from 


$f the 


wever,. I did not know at that Time, nor did I | 
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the Hearts of his- cordial Friends. This ſhews the 
Fondneſs all Papiſts have for getting People overt. 
the Water into Catholie Countries; jor I can. vene 
ture to affirm, they make half-ſure of them if they 
can but ſo far poiſon their Principles as to make 
them lean to, or judge favourably of, their Side. 
1 am not the only Perſon, even of the phyſical 
Tribe, whom they have thus decoyed: I know 
of Two or Three more to whom they have pro: 

oſed Paris, with the ſame- Deſign, and the like 

ceſs. 5 hne moaw. 253709 

But it is now Time to enquire wha theſe Gentle: 
men were. whom this Family had conſulted for 
Good; and who, as I was informed, had heen 
ready to adviſe; in my Behalf, and recommended 
Paris for the Proſecutian of my Studies? Why; 
no other than Jeſuits, Monks, Friars, Prieſts, and 
Iriſþ Catholic Doctors, and: Surgeons; with al 
which Claſſes and Denominations of Men the Town 
abounds, Yet all this while not a Syllable of Re- 
ligion dropped from their Lips, either in this or 
the former Viſit, They were, I preſume, too well 
inſtructed to do that, leſt I ſhould take Umbrage 
at it, and ſuſpect ſome religious Deſign to be at 
the Bottom. Notwithſtanding all that was urged, 
I took my Leave without any the leaſt Intention of 
going to Paris, there being many Ohſtacles in the 

ay; viz. that of my not being perfect, though 
ſome what acquainted with the French Tongue. The 
Unwillingneſs I ſhould find in my Wife to let 
me go Abroad for what I might learn at Home: 
beſides other Obſtacles too tedious to mention. So 
that I ſeemed till fixed in my Reſolution of going 
to Edinburgh, according to the Firſt Plan I had pro- 
poled to myſelf; and this'Step I was the rather in- 
Clined to take, becauſe an ingenious Phyſician of 
Scotland, with whom I had maintained a long and 
Js intimate 
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intimate Acquaintance, had recommended Edin- 


_ burgh as the moſt deſirable Place for my Purpoſe; 


and I could not help thinking myſelf, that I ſhould 
be better able, without Interruption, to purſue my 
Studies at Edinburgh, a Place where I had no 
Friends or Acquaintance, than at London, where I 
had many. F039 \ id X 

I doubt not, Sir, but you will readily think with 
me, it is a dangerous Thing to fall in the Way of 
Jeſuits and Priefts, whoſe particular Province it is 
to ſeek whom they may devour. And now let me 


tell you, it is not more ſafe to be intimately ac- 
quainted with any Sort of People of that Perſua- 
fon, as they are all tied to the ſame Intereſt, and 


act entirely under the Direction of the Prieſts; and 
will therefore always be trying their Skill to gain 
over to their Faith, if not the Maſters and Miſ- 
treſſes of Families, at leaſt their Children or their 
The next Viſit I made, which was not long after, 


I found my Catholic Acquaintance grown infinitely 


more preſſing and ſollicitous to get me over the 
Channel. As I thought nothing but their zealous 


Attachment to my Intereſt could be the Cauſe of 


theſe their very earneſt Sollicitations ; I conſulted 


a very eminent Surgeon in Town (whom 1 knew) 


upon the Scheme recommended to my Choice; 
and as he had been at Paris himſelf, and ſeemed to 
favour their Opinion, I began to conſider the 
Reaſons alleged as intereſting and weighty,” and 


_ accordingly determined for Paris. But as ſome 


extraordinary Buſineſs intervened to prevent me, I 
could not therefore ſet out on this rueful Expedi- 
tion till October 1752. 


This I may juſtly ſtyle the firſt Poplſh Plot laid 


with a Deſign to entrap me: And this will appear 


to be the Ground-work of ſuch a Train of —_— 
I © fy an 


f 


M. A— D's Moti ves, c. 7 
and . Contrivances ever ſince; as have made me 
fancy myſelf rather to be roving up and down an 
enchanted Ifland, than to have the uſual Inter- 
courſe 1 had with Men and Things all my Life 
before. I am, 5 | 


o 


81 N 
Your moſt faithful Friend, 
and moſt obliged humble Servant, 


ö * * * 
* 
* 


LETTER II. 
SIR, 3 
Ended my laſt Letter to you with the Succefs 
of the Firſt Plot, and will now give an Ac- 
count of its Conſequences in Paris; and leave 


you to judge of the ſeyeral Arts and cunning De- 
vices of the Jeſuits, and the indefatigable Pains 


—_ c—_— 


they take to gain Men over to their Religion. Of 
them indeed it may be ſaid with great Truth, they 
compaſs Sea and Land to make a Proſtlyte. 


After a few Days Reſt at Paris, I began my 
Studies under Monſieur Ferriex, who was eſteemed 


one of the ableſt Men there in his Profeſſion, that 
of Anatomy. And I have now by me his Certifi- 


cate of my cloſe Application during the Courſe of 


his Lectures. Among my Fellow Students, a 


young Gentleman from Ireland ſoon infinuated him- 
ſelf into my Acquaintance; and as he was by far 
the moſt ſober, as well as the moſt ſenſible of all 
his Countrymen known to me at Paris, and had 


acquired à perfect Knowlege of his Profeſſion, I 


was extremely well pleaſed with his Company. 
j But, 
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But, my good Sir, as this was the moſt capable 
Man of executing the Deſign of my Catholic 
Friends in London, you may be aſſured he was the 
Perſon pitched on for that Purpoſe by the Jeſuits 
here, informing their Brethren in Paris how far they 
had been inſtrumental in getting me over to France, 
After we had been frequently together, and con- 
tracted an Intimacy, this my new Acquaintance 
gradually opened a religious Scene, and began to act 
the Part of a Roman Catholic Friend. One Even- 
ing, as we were ſitting together in ſerious Diſcourſe 
upon the Subject of our own Studies, he ſeemed all 
the Time to behave with more than ordinary Civi- 
tity, Tenderneſs, and Friendſhip ; and pretending 
to admire my Converſation. on a phyſical Topic, he 
very obligingly complimented me on it : But at 
laft, with ſome Degree of Warmth and affection- 
ate Concern, he addreſſed me, ſaying, What a 
Pity is it, that ſuch a Man as you ſhould not be 
as ſenſible of the Concerns of his future State as 
he is of temporal Things; ſurely there is but one 
Thing in the World needful to make you the hap- 
pieſt Man alive! I pauſed a little at this unex- 
pected Addreſs, thinking it fomething odd to come 
from a Man ſo young: I aſked him what it was he 
meant ? He readily anſwered, To underſtand the 
Truths of Religion as well as you do Phyſic. I 
replied, He did not know how much of that J 
underſtood, as he had never mentioned Religion to 
me before; but that I was not come to Paris to 
ſtudy Divinity; Anatomy and Operations were 
what I ſhould apply to while — After this, 
ſeveral other Students hinted to me much the ſame 
Things; but as the Firſt young Man was the chief 
and principal Agent employed to bring me over to 
the Roman Catholic Religion, I ſhall confine myſelf 

to him, without raking notice of others who 1 

| | me ready 
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ready enough to forward the Plot, and appear as 


Under-Agents in this inſidious Drama. 


nd - 


As I really judged my new Catholic Friend to 
be a Man of great Probity, with reſpect to his 
Morals; I was not therefore ſo much ſurprized to 
ſee him touched with a fervent Zeal for what he 
rermed the Truths of Religion. The Force of 
Education I knew: to be very great, with reſpect 
to the Form and Plan of religious Sentiments 3 
and as I apprehended my Friend to introduce reli- 
gious Topics rather by Aecident than Deſign, | 
I was upon that Account leſs guarded, and leſs 
apprehenſive of any Danger hat might from thence 
accrue to myſelf, The Intimacy between us, as 
well as the Rules of Good-breeding, obliged me at 
leaſt to give him the Hearing in all he ſaid, as 1 
never found him in any one Point deviating from 
the utmoſt Regard to Modeſty and Good-manners. 
But alas! all that was ſaid, and all that was done 
by this young Student, in the Labyrinths of 
Popery, was nothing more than a Prologue to 
what was to come after. It was his particular 
Province only to open the Catholic Scene; and, 
by giving me a Kind of Fore-taſte, to pave the 
Way tor the great Maſters of the religious Theatre. 

to enter, and act their Parts. Ul EE 
And here let me with great Confuſion of Face 
declare to you in Public, what you have often 
heard me lament in Private: In the earlier Part of 
my Life, it was my particular Unhappineſs to be, 
in a great meaſure, a Stranger to religious Truth, 
at leaſt to be very little converſant with the Grounds 
of the Chriſtian Faith. After I had run through 
a Latin School in the Country, for the Space of 
| ſome Years, and had there acquired a Stock of 
Learning ſufficient, as was thought, to qualify me 
for the Profeſſion my Friends had deſigned me for, 
I was then placed as an Apprentice to an Apothe= 
| C cary; 
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cary; who might think his own Intereſt concerned 
in furniſhing me with ſome Knowlege of Phar- 
macy, but not regard it as a Duty incumbent on 
him, to inſtruct me either in the Practice or Theory 
of Religion. Without Offence (J hope) to Gentle- 
men of my own Profeſſion, I may take Leave to 
ſay, it is but too common a Thing among moſt of 
us, to make the great Duties of Religion give place 
tothe Calls of phylical Buſineſs; and this I ar often- 
times when thoſe Calls are leſs urgent and neceſ- 


ſary. It is our Profeſſion and our Duty to regard 


Men; but I cannot therefore think we ought from 
thence to derive-a Diſponſation to neglect God, and 
lay aſide the more weighty Concerns of religious 

As foon as the Years of my Ap e ex- 


pired, my next Step through the Journey of Life 
was to viſit London. A Place, where, if the Num- 


ber of Examples may be great, the Number 


of thoſe that are bad may, with Certainty, be 


reckoned greater. In this un J lived for the 
Space of Three Years amidft the greateſt Hurry 
of Buſineſs, without much Leiſure, and perhaps 
not greater Inclination to regard ſpiritual Concerns, 
and the Duties of a Chriſtian Vocation. It is true 


indeed, after I was married and ſettled in Life, I 


had more Command of myſelf, and might therefore 

find more Time to regard that one Thing needful, 

which I had before too unhappily l But 
even here (as J have often with great Concern told 
you) my Improvements in ſpiritual Knowlege and 
Practice, were by no means proportionable to the 
Leiſure and Opportunities that were offered me. 

As I had by Baptiſm been initiated a Member of 
the eſtabliſhed Church, I always continued to pro- 
teſs myſelf a Member of the ſame Church. Bur, 
aſter all, I was at beſt but a nominal Member; as I 
had never rightly conſidered either what it was that 


particu- 
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particularly belonged to Church-Memberſhip, or 
what was neceſſarily required of him who would 
be a Chriſtian in Fact, as well as in Profeſſion, 
and walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith he 1s . 
called. 3 

Thus furniſhed with, or rather thus deſtitute of, 
the Weapons of Chriſtian Truth, I embarked for- 
Paris, with a Deſign to improve myſelf in anato- 
mical Knowlege; and in this weak and defenceleſs 
Condition my Catholic Friend found me, when 
he made his Attack to gain me over as a Votary 
to his Idol, what he called be only true Church of 
Chriſt. 

But to return from this Digreſſion to my Catho- 
lic Friend at Paris: Being invited by him one 
Sunday to amuſe myſelf with a Walk in the Luxem- 
burgh Gardens; I readily accepted of his Invitation, 
and gave him my Company. We had not been 
long there before an Uncle of his, together with 
ſeveral of the Romiſb Clergy, threw themſelves in 
our Way. Among them was a Jeſuit, whether 
Engliſh or Iriſh J cannot tell; but certainly he was 
a Perſon of the moſt petite Addreſs and engaging 
Behaviour of any Lever converſed with. He in- 
troduced ſome Diſcourſe upon the Subject of Re- 
ligion; but at that Time touched upon no particular 
Points of it. The very next Day my young Cathc- 
lic Friend aſked my Leave to bring me a Book to 
read, I thanked him tor his Offer ; but, at the 
ſame Time, told him, I ſhould have no Leiſure 
to look into any other Kind of Books but ſuch as 
were proper in the Courſe of my preſent Studies, 
of which I had brought enough with me from 
London, But as I was unwilling to offend him, 
and he recommended. the. Book as one I ſhould 
like, without ſaying one Word of the Title of the 
Book, I at length accepted his Offer, and gave 
bim Leave to furniſh me with it. And what do 


C2 you 
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you think was this promiſed Book; and what the 
Title to recommend itſelf to my Peruſal? It was 
no other than England's Converſion and Reformation 
compared, This, I can fafely ſay, was a Book 1 
had never ſeen nor heard of before. But judge 
only of the mighty Power of this ſame Book, when 
I afſure you I have often heard the Jeſuits declare, 
it has made as many Converts as there are Letters 
in the Book. My Curioſity being alarmed at the 
Title, I dipped into the Book now-and-then, till I 
had gone through the Whole. I then returned it 
to my Friend; who was very officious in bringing 
more Magazines of the ſame Kind of Treaſure, 
and which were all directly calculated to recom- 
mend the Roman Catholic Faith in as ſtrong Terms 
as the Authors could pen them. Yet, after all, I 
know not how it was, but at that Time I ſeemed 
poſſeſſed of ſo ſtrong an Opinion of my own Self-ſuf- 
ficiency, that I really thought myſelf Proof againſt 
all their Books, and all their Attacks to make me 
turn Catholic. But alas! where is the Man that 
| walketh ſo ſecure as to be always free from falling? 
And who ſo likely to be overcome, as he that 
is not duly prepared to meet his Enemy? L 


I am, Sir, &c, &c. 


LETTER IL 


VO may remember I told you, that in the 
| Luxcmburgh Gardens my young Catholic Friend 
and I were met by his Uncle, in Company with 
1 —. 
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ſeveral of the Romiſh Clergy ; among the reſt was 
a Jeſuit, who ſeemed to diſtinguiſh himſelf by his 
polite Behaviour, and agreeable Converſation, 
Some time after I had peruſed that powerful and 
extraordinary Book put into my Hands, I had a 
Mind to amuſe myſelf again with a Walk in the 
ſame Gardens; and who fhould I ſee, upon coming 
there, but the very ſame Jeſuit again? As I was 
alone, he ſoon joined me in a very courteous polite 
Manner ; and, after the common Civilities- were 
mutually exchanged, he addreſſed me as follows: 
Sir, the laſt time J had the Pleaſure of your 
Company, we talked in general Terms about the 
Points in Diſpute between our Church and yours. 
I beg Leave now to be a little more particular. 
I intend nothing but to give Birth to a lively 
Converſation between us; after all I can ſay, you 
will be but where you was, and left to the Deter- 
mination of your own Underſtanding. I told him, 
in Anſwer, I was very confident he would ſpend 
his Time on me to no Purpoſe ; we had better talk 
on ſome other Subject. I had ſo many Objections 
to raiſe, that it would be impoſſible for him to get 
over Half of them. He readily anſwered, he 
ſhould never think his Time ill ſpent in that, or 
any other Converſation with a Perſon of my can- 
did affable Diſpoſition. And now, Sir, ſays my 
Jeſuit Monitor; you was pleaſed to threaten me 
with a whole Army of Objections. Be ſo good as 
to let me hear them. wy | 
To this Demand of his I immediately replied : 
It has never been my Province to diſpute upon 
religious Subjects; nor does my Inclination at all 
lead me to dive into ſuch Matters as may be too 
deep for me to fathom. I was born and bred a 
Proteſtant, and I think myſelf fo happy in that 
Faith, as to have no Occaſion to look out for any 
other : Nay, and ſhould I be tempted to quit my 
1 2: Perſuas. 
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Perſuaſion, and ſet myſelf to ſeek for a true Church, 
methinks I could never be brought to fix upon a 
Church which has adopted Images, Crucifixes, 
holy Water, the Uſe of Beads, Croſſings, Proceſ- 
ſions, and ſuch other Things, which (if I miſtake 
not) are all reckoned by you ſo many eſſential Parts 
of Chriſtian Worſhip, and ſo many neceſſary Bonds 
of Church Communion. And yet, in my rude 
Judgment upon theſe Matters, I cannot help think- 
ing but that they are all ſuch Burthens as Chrif 
and his Apoſtles have no-where commanded a 
Chriſtian to bear. It is true, I confeſs, I have not 
hitherto ſearched the Scriptures in the Manner I 
ought ; as a Proteſtant, I could not want a full 
Power and Liberty fo to do. But ſhould I turn 
Catholic, my Ignorance of the Scriptures, which 
has hitherto been wilful, will thenceforward be- 
come neceſſary, . The Scriptures themſelves will 
be ſhut from my Eyes, and the very Means of 
growing wiſe unto Salvation will be taken from 
me, | 

Upon theſe ſeveral Subjects, I ſaid many Things 
which then occurred to me as reaſonable Objec- 
tions, but which I cannot ſo readily recollect now; 
and, if I couid, perhaps they may not be ſo mate- 
rial as to deſerve your Notice : Let me then haſten 
to the Reply of my Jeſuit Opponent. 

As to my firſt Objections, he ſaid, there was no 
Sort of Neceſſity for my complying with all thoſe 
Ceremonies, as they were not Matters of Faith, 
but antient Cuſtoms of his Church; and let me 
declare to you, with unſpeakable Joy and Satis- 
faction, theſe Cuſtoms of the Church, as they are 
called, I have never complied with to this Day; if 
my Errors have been great. I have not this to add 

to their Number. And as to my laſt Objection, 
he aſſured me I was miſinformed,. for Men of 

Learning among them were allowed to read the 
| * 5% OCriptures z 
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Scriptures; and the evil Conſequences of their 
being read by all Claſſes of Men was viſible in my 
on Country, where ſo many Sects and Diſſenſions 
had ſprung from it. I muſt obſerve to you like- 
wiſe, this my Jeſuit Monitor had a Crucifix about 
him; and to convince me that they did not think 
there was any Virtue in their Images, know- 
ing them to be Wood, or Stone, or Metal, and 
that they only uſed them repreſentatively, he would 

is Crucifix that Moment, by caſting it 
from him, and ftamping upon it, or throwing it 
into the Fire, or any other Way I choſe he ſhould 
make the Trial. I told him I did not deſire he ſhould 
do any ſuch Thing, as I very well knew it would 
give him ſecret Pain, and as I was determined never 
to pay any Reverence to any ſuch kind of Thing; 
it was as well entire as not; fince, ſhould he part 
with this, he would be at the Trouble of getting 
another, which he might not eſteem ſo well as his 
old Companion, Thus finding me ſhocked at the 
Worſhip of Images, he no longer inſiſted on this, 
and the other Points, but ſeemed very willing to 
give a new Turn to our religious Converſation. 
But as I found him ſo free to relinquiſh theſe 
Points, I was emboldened to attack him on the 
Articles of Tranſubſtantiaion and Purgatory. He 
alleged very little in Support of either of theſe 
Doctrines; but told me, at the ſame time, I ſhould 
beſt inform myſelf on both theſe Heads from Books 
he could furniſh me with, which would effectually 
remove all my Objections, as I ſhould find in 
them that it was the Senſe of the Scriptures, as 
well as that of the true Church, which could nor 
err; and that, if I could be convinced that his 
Church was the true Apoſtolic Church, I could 
not poſſibly be in any Doubt concerning her Doc- 
trines in fo eſſential and neceſſary Parts of Faith. + 
f 8 | Thus 
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Thus did my Jeſuit Monitor decline a full and 
particular Diſcuſſion even of theſe great and fun- 

damental Articles of the Roman Catholic Faith: 
But I cannot eaſily deſcribe to you the Zeal he 
ſhewed, and the Pains he took, in recoinmending 
the following Arguments to my moſt ſerious Con- 
» „ os adn a 
Firſt then, he pretended that the Promiſes of 
Chriſt were made to his Church, and to his Church 
only as the firſt Chriſtian Church, and conſequently 
the moſt antient. It was with them, he ſaid, our 
Saviour had promiſed to be to the End of the 
World, guiding them into all Truth; and that 
PRE their Church the only Security for Mens 

OULS. : | 

Secondly, That the Power of the Miniſtry, and 

all ſpiritual Power given to Saint Peter, was by a 
conftant Succeſſion to this Day the ſame in them, 
as it was in him, for the ſame ſpiritual Uſes ; and 
that Chriſt himſelf muſt be an Impoſtor, and a 
Liar, if what he ſaid was not true: That no other 
Church had the leaſt Claim to thoſe Promiſes made 
to them; viz. that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould always 
remain with them, and keep them from Error, be- 
cauſe theirs was the firſt Chriſtian Church, and 
moſt aſſuredly the Church to whom alone thoſe 
Promiſes were made ; how then, ſays he, can we 
err, without a Breach of Promiſe in Chriſt himſelf : | 
And whatever Churches elſe you may hear of in 
the World, they cannot be true, they muſt be pre- 
tended Churches, becauſe they have all erred by 
ſeparating from this firſt Church, which Chri/t 
planted ; and, conſequently, they have thereby loſt 
all their ſpiritual Power. _ ob 

_ Thirdly, He ſeemed to triumph in this Argu- 
ment when he told me, that all Proteſtants agree 
a Roman Catholic might he ſaved, but Roman 
Catholics did not agree that Proteſtants could 7 
ſaved; 
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ſaved; and that every thinking Man ought, for 
his own Security, to embrace that Religion, in 
which all agreed he might be ſaved. I repreſented 
to him here the Uncharitableneſs of this Tenet, that 
Proteſtants could not be ſaved even though their 
Works were good, and their Converſation agree- 
able to their Profeſſion. I could not help telling 
him likewiſe, with ſome Warmth, I knew many 
righteous Perſons in England who were Proteſtants, 
and who I believed would certainly be ſaved. But 
he came off here, by ſaying, that was only meant 
of thoſe who wilfully oppoſed and reſiſted the 
known Truth, and not of ſuch as were in invincible 
Ignorance, and had never been told the contrary. 
Fourthly, He alleged many Arguments to prove, 
that the high Commiſſion of forgiving Sins was 
veſted in the Paſtors of the Catholic Church only; 
and that Forgiveneſs could be obtained by no other 
Means but by Repentance, Confeſſion, and Pe- 
nance. He added, that I knew beſt, whether I 
was guilty of any capital Offence, which he called 
a mortal Sin; but if I was, I walked, I fat, I ſlept, 
in conſtant Danger of dropping into everlaſting 
Hell Fire. He conjured me to examine my Con- 
ſcience, and if I found myſelf guilty of any Sin, 
to accept the Terms of my Reconciliation with 
God, while it was in my Power; quoting the Two 
Paſſages in Scripture that they all make'Uſe of on 
this Occaſion ; viz. St. Matthew xviil. 18. and 
St. Jobn xx. 22, 23. He obſerved, that the Pro- 
teſtant Miniſters do not ſo much as pretend to the 
Power of forgiving Sins, being themſelves ſenſible 
that they are not Paſtors of the Church to which 
that Power was given. | 
Here he made an Apology for what he had ſaid, 
deſired me not to take it amiſs; and begged I would 
impute it to his Thirſt after the Good of my Soul, 
which carried him farther than he had at firſt intended 
| | D , to 
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to go, as I was a Stranger to him: But that the 
Openneſs and Candour he had obſerved in my 
Temper the firſt time we were together, had made 
him deſire my Company again, and a Second In- 
terview had created in him an ardent Deſire of uſing 
his Endeavours to bring me out of Error and Dark- 
neſs into the Paths of Truth and Light, that we 
might hereafter be for ever Companions in the 
Manſions of everlaſting Happineſs and Bliſs. He 
added, I ſhall pray. for you; and my Soul for 
yours, if you embrace the Opportunity now in 
your Power, that you will have the heavenly Re- 
ward I promiſe you. Thus ended our religious 
Converſation. In this folemn and awful Manner 
did my Jeſuit Monitor take his Leave ; and here 
likewiſe I ſhall take the Liberty of concluding 
myſelf, [ola 


Your, &c. &c. 


„ * *. 


— 


L E TT ER WV. 
I. 


MAS have now told you in what Manner the 
Catholic Battery was opened and played off, 
with no other Deſign than to drive me from the 
ſtrong Holds of Proteſtantiſm, I dare ſay you are 
very inquiſitive to know how ] ſuſtained the Attack, 
and likewiſe what Terms I made for myſelf, before 
I ſurrendered to the victorious Arms of Popery. I 

am very ready, and I think myſelf in Duty bound, 
to give you all the Satisfaction I can; and though 
in ſa doing I may lay open my own Weakneſs, yet 
I hope I ſhall have leſs Cauſe to be aſhamed, ſince, 
by calling in your friendly Aid, I am now, by the 
85 Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing of God upon your pious Endeavours, made 
ſtronger than this my ſtrongeſt Enemy. However, 
I cannot help taking notice of one Thing, which 
I have often thought was intended as an Under- 
plot, to carry on the grand Deſign of my Catholic 
Opponents. You muſt know then, ſhortly after I 
had been left to muſe upon what had paſſed in the 
Luxemburgh Gardens, another Fellow Student very 
civilly offered to give me a Sight of the Convent 
of the Carthuſian Friers. I was given to under- 
ſtand this was a Favour indulged to very few 
People; my Curioſity therefore led me to accept 
the Offer, and I was willing enough to have a Sight 
of ſuch an extraordinary Set of Men, who, for the 
Sake of a lonely Cell, can bid adieu to all the 
World beſides. I think I have heard the Cynic 
Philoſopher choſe for himſelf, when out of Hu- 
mour. with all Mankind, a wooden Manſion that 
was nat very large; but I can venture to ſay, a 
Carthuſian Cell is more than ſpacious enough to 
contain its gloomy Inhabitant, To give a particu- 
lar Deſcription either of the Order, or Convent of 
the Carthuſian Friers, will not afford you much 
Pleaſure. I ſhall only obſerve to you, that much 
was ſaid to me in Favour of their great Piety and 
Devotion, and their renouncing all the Pleaſures, 
and all the Profits of this gay World, for the Sake 
of having their Converſation in Heaven; and I 
was likewiſe informed, that moſt of theſe Men, 
who had Courage enough to be thus ſingularly reli- 
gious, were Men of Diſtinction, and might have 
lived far otherwiſe if they had pleaſed. Thus, I 
believe, the Carthuſian Friers were held forth to me 
as a Mirrour, in which I might diſcern more clearly 
the matchleſs Charms of the Catholic Diana. 
Il cannot but ſay, this gloomy Scene, being in- 
troduced ſo cloſely upon what had paſſed in the 
Luxemburgh Gardens, made a deep Im preſſion upon 
550 ”" a my 


20 Myr. A—-v's Motives, &c. 
my Mind, and cauſed the whole of that Converſa- 
tion to revive afreſh, and with double Vigour. 
The true Church of Chrif was continually upper- 
moſt in my Thoughts, and I began to think very 
ſeriouſly of all that I had heard from my Jeſuit 
Monitor. His ſhowing ſo much Tenderneſs for 
the Welfare of my Soul, though I was' quite a 
Stranger to him, and a Perſon he might never fee 
again, raiſed in my Breaſt ſuch an high Veneration 
for him, that I thought him little leſs than an 
Angel. The State he had repreſented me to be in, 
that of eternal Damnation, ſhocked me beyond all 
Expreſſion ; and I was conſtantly revolving in my 
own Mind what he had ſaid to prove, that, by 
being out of his Church, I was in that moſt miſer- 
able State. I likewiſe examined my Conſcience ; 
and, upon that Examination, found the Catalogue 
of my Sins to be large and grievous; and what 
was more terrible and alarming, I could not help 
condemning myſeif as one guilty of what my Jeſuit 
Monitor termed a mortal Sin. This raiſed ſuch a 
Tumult in my Breaſt that I could ſcarce cloſe my 
Eyes by Night, or have the leaſt Enjoyment of 
myſelf by Day. EA 
The reſtleſs and uneaſy State I was in, occa- 
ſioned ſuch a ſudden and ſurprizing Change in my 
Countenance and whole Behaviour, that all my 
Acquaintance were continually making their Re- 
marks to me upon it. However, as the Cauſe of 
all my preſent Malady was known only to myſelf, 
I was determined to keep it an impenetrable: Secret 
from others; the Conflict between Popery and 
Proteſtantiſm raged in my Breaſt with conſtant Ar- 
dout; and with more Violence than I can eaſil 
expreſs. Amidft the inceſſant Hurry and Pertur- 
bation of Spirits, that cauſed my very Soul to 
wander from itſelf, I reſolved upon one Thing, 
which was carefully to avoid the Place where I had 
5 met 
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met the jeſuit Coliab. To femain a Proteſtant was 
ſtill the Object of my Doſire; and yet, how to do 
this with the Security of my Soul, was more than 
I could well comprehend; To turn Catholic ap- 

ared a neceſſary Change; but at the ſame time 
full of Terror, as being full of Superſtition. - 

For the Space of Three Weeks together I was 
wholly a Stranger to any ſettled Peace and Tran- 
quillity of Mind. During all this Time I remem- 
bered God in my Bed, and thought upon him when 
I was waking. Religious Terrors were ſomethin 
new to me; and though I had often felt in myſelf 
a ſecret Compunction for the Offences of my Lite, 
yet to deſpond and deſpair was a State I had hither- 
to been unacquainted with. With what Frequency 
and what Ardour did I addreſs myſelf to the Throne 
of Grace, and begged the Father of Mercies to 
deliver me from the great Diſquietude which con- 
ſtantly hovered round my Thoughts, my Words, 
and Actions. In ſhort, my dear Friend, I ſeemed 
rather like a Man under ſome Enchantmeft, than 
in the quiet Poſſeſſion of Reaſon and himſelf. 
However, the Storm raiſed in my Breaſt began to 
abate a little, as I induſtriouſly avoided all religious 
Topics in the Converſation of my Cathohe Ac- 
quaintance. And yet I am free to declare; that 
another Attack from the Jeſuit Goliab would pro- 
bably have made me yield at once; and ever as it 
was, though I never ſaw him after what had paſſed 
in the Luxemburgh Gardens, yet J had ſtill a hanker- 
ing Mind after him; and had he been thrown in 
| my Way, I might have been prevailed on to make 
him my Confeſſor, in Hopes of receiving that Ab- 
ſolution which, he had alſured me, it was in hu 
Power fully to give. 

As my Stay at Paris 5 this was very mort, 
and nothing material happened to me, I ſhall here 
cloſe this melancholy Scene; and eonclude with 


obſerv-· 
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obſerving, that I left Paris as a nominal Proteſtant, 
but in Reality more than Half a Papiſt; and ſet 
out for my native Country in the latter End of 
_—_ 1753s Adieu, good Sir. 


I am, &c. &c. 


* 4 * 
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LETTER V. 


8 IR. 


IN my laſt, 1 EM my promiſed Account to 
my letting out for my native Country. After 
ſo long an Abſence you mult needs think I earneſtly 
wiſhed to ſee it once more, and to enjoy the Con- 
verſation of my little Family, my Relations, and 
my Friends, It is needleſs to mention what paſſed 
in my Way Home: I ſhall now beg Leave to open 
the Catholic Scenes which 1 have ſince been con- 
verſant with, which indeed are many; and, I dare 
ſay, are ſuch both in Quality and Number, as were 

never diſplayed to your View before. 

Upon my Return Home, I was informed by my 
Wife, that the Catholic Family, of which I have 
ſpoken in my Firſt Letter, had preſſed her in my 
Abſence - (to her great Surprize) to take a Houle 
for me againſt I came Home from Paris, and to 
ſettle at the Court End of the Town near them, 
I paid them a Viſit ſoon after my Arrival in Lon- 
don, and was received by them with the greateſt 
Marks of Kindneſs apd Friendſhip. When we had 
talked ſome Time of indifferent Things, the good 
old Gentlewoman aſked me abruptly. Now that 
you have been in Paris, in a Catholic Country, 
what do you think of our Religion:? I TG 
; That 
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That 1 thought better of it than I did before; that 
I admired their great Devotion at their Worſhip 3. 
that I had met with a very learned and pious Man, 
and that I was fo pleaſed with what he had ſaid to 
me, that if I could reconcile myſelf to ſome par- 
ticular Tenets and Practices, I ſhould not care if I 
were of their Perſuaſion To-morrow.: Ay, ſaid 
the Gentlewoman, if you like any Part of our Re- 
ligion, you may as well like the Whole; you are 
convinced, and know the Will of the Father; and 
if you do not do it,. you will be beaten with many 
Stripes. I told her, I approved of ſome Things, 
but not of every Thing in her Religion. I could 
not embrace it, becauſe a blind Belief of every 
Article would be required. of me in her Church. 
You could, replied the Gentlewoman, if you would, 
and are therefore in a much worſe Condition than 
you was before. If you deny Chriſt before Men, 
he will deny you at the Lait Day before his Father 
which is in Heaven, and your Lot will be among 
the Accurſed. What thus my Catholic Acquaintance 
ſaid, and the Energy with which ſhe uttered it, 
made a deep Impreſſion on my Mind, and reduced 
me to the ſame Condition I was in at Paris; as 
my Wife very well remembers what a reſtleſs and 
forlorn State I was in; and yet, as ſhe was a ve 
zealous Proteſtant, I carefully concealed from her 
the Cauſe of my Uneaſineſs. I held out ſome Time 
longer; but, in the End, reſolved to yield; re- 
membring what the Jeſuit i in Paris had told me, 
that I ſhould not be obliged to comply with every 
Practice of their Church, eſpecially that of Image- 
Worſhip, for this, of all others, was a Part of 
Worſhip I could by no means bring myſelf to. 
This Reſolution I communicated by Letter to the 
above-mentioned Gentlewoman, begging ſhe would 
acquaint ſome good Prieſt with it. This Office, 
you may be ſure, ſhe very readily undertook, and 
diſcharged 
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diſcharged it with infinite Pleaſure. The Prieft 
ſhe choſe was one Mr. K-g-y, a very actiye and 
leading Man among the Jeſuits. He jinſtructed 
me, and took me under his Direction; and it being 
always underſtood and agreed, that my Wife ſhoul 
. nothing of my Change of Religion, as ſhe 
"bore an utter Averſion to any thin g that reſembled 
Popery (as the Catholic Family very well knew for 
many Years before), and ſome of her Relations 
were ſtriẽt Diſſenters. I was by him received, with 
the uſual Ceremonies, 'into the -Church, at his 
L odgings in Blenheim-fircet, Great Marlberough- 
freet; and having confeffed to him all my Sins, the 
Number and different Species of them ſo far as 1 
could recollect, I was abſol ved from them all, and 
commanded to go in Peace. This happened ſome 
time in Moy 1753. 85 
No ſooner had my Catholic Friends gained me, 
than they began to think of gaining my Wife too, 
and training up my Child from her Infancy in the 
ſame Faith. With this View the Gentlewoman al- 
ready mentioned, every time I viſited her, preſſed 
me moſt violently to ſettle near her at S/. Fames's 
End of the Town; and not in Southwark, as I 
intended, among my Wife's Relations and my own. 
She told me, that her Family had a very large Ac- 
quaintance, to whom they would recommend me; 
that ſhe ſhould not intereſt herſelf ſo much in this 
Affair, unleſs ſne had the beſt Authority for ſo 
doing; that the Gentlemen, as they call them, 
meaning the Prieſts, ſhe aſſured me, had a very 
at Influence; that I ſhould ſoon feel the good 
Effects of it; and that Heaven would not fail to 
reward me even in this World for the Step I had 
taken. I repreſented to her, that my ſettling among 
Catholics, and being employed by them, would 
diſcover to my Wife my being a Catholic myſelf; 
which, conſidering the Tenderneſs of her F * 
| A ah 
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and her irreconcileable Averſion to Popery; might 
ſhock her to ſuch a Degree as even to occaſion her 
Death. I added, that ſhe believed herſelf to be in 
the right Way to Heaven; that ſhe,knew nothing 
of the Diſpute between. the Two. Churches, was 
entirely ſatisfied with her own Religion, and might 
conſequently be ſaved even according to their own 
Doctrine. But in ſpite of all I could ſay, the 
Gentlewoman till inſiſted on my ſettling among 
them, and not in a Part,of the Town where I could 
not ſo conveniently comply with my Duty as a good 
Catholic was bound in Conſcience to do, and. 
might therefore neglect it. She aſſured me at the 
fame time, that as the Catholics were very nume- 
rous at her End of the Town, and very ready to 
recommend and help one another, I ſhould ſoon 
find that it would turn more even to my temporal 
Advantage, to live among them than among my 
Relations. | 4 8 
Notwithſtanding all theſe very earneſt and im- 
portunate Sollicitations ſo often repeated, yet I. 
could not find in myſelf the leaſt ſnclination to cloſe 
with them. As I can ſafely appeal to the Searcher 
of all Hearts, when I declare to you, that temporal 
Motives never had the leaſt Weight in the Conſide2 
ration of my embracing the Roman Catholic Faith; 
ſo TInever formed to myſelf the leaſt Scheme of bring | 
connected with Catholics in the Way of my Profeſ- 
fion, any more than with any other Set of People: 
It ſeemed therefore ſomething ſtrange to me, that 
this my Catholie Friend ſhould be ſo wonderfully 
ſollicitous to make me a near Neighbour to her, 
in a Part of the Town where I was known to nane 
but herſelf and Family, and to alter my Firſt Plan 
of ſettling elſewhere among my Relations; Friends, 
'and Acquaintance. In the Converſation we had 
together upon this Subject, I alleged many Things 
in Fayour of my own Plan, and in plain Terms 
13 f ignißied 


26 Mr. A—»v's Mhotives, Ke. 
fignified my Diſlike of what ſhe propoſed. How- 
ever, as ſhe continued to be importunate, I reſolved 
in the End to comply with it, believing it came 
from Perſons of the ftriteft Piety, Honour, and 


Sincexity, who would not thus preſs me if they 


were not very ſure that they could make good the 
Promiſes they had made me. When I communi- 
cated to my Wife the Reſolution I had taken, L 


told her that 1 had contracted fome Aequaintance 


at Paris with ſeveral Perſons of Faſhion, who alt 
preſſed me to ſettle near them in the genteel Part 


of the Town, and aſſured me that they had it in 


their Power to get me very good Buſineſs; and 
that I believed they certainly would, as they were 
Porſons of whoſe Integrity and Friendſhip for me 
T-could not entertain the leaſt Doubt or Suſpicion. 
Having thus obtained my Wife's Confent, I took, 
a Houſe in 8. Aban's Street, and entered it with. 
my Wife and little Daughter on the 21ſt of 1 2 
tember, 1763. I now expected a Viſit from the 
Jeſuit Mr. C—/s, who had been chiefly inſtrumental 
in bringing me to that Part of the Town, and had 
engaged to procure me good Buſineſs there; but 
he never came near me, nor did J ever afterwards, 
ſee him but once, and that on Occaſion, of his 
preaching a Sermon in a public Houſe in Brewer 


Street, for the Conveniency of the neighbouring 


Catholics, who uſually met in ſuch Places without 
being obſerved by their Proteſtant Neighbours, or 
at leaſt without being ſuſpected of aſſembling toge- 
ther for the Purpoſe of hearing Sermons, or per- 
forming their Devotions. That Jeſuit was ſent, as 
I was afterwards informed, to ſome Iſland belonging 
to the Danes. However, as Mr. K-g-y, who had 


received me into the Church, was ſtill living in 


Fown; I did not at all doubt but he would perform 


- What the other had promiſed, as I was transferred 


to him by the other Jeſuit. But how I was de- 
| - 15 luded 
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luded by ſpecious Profyiſes, and in what Manner 


I was diſappointed in all my Expectations, both of 


ſpiritual 2 temporal Happineſs, I ſhall inform 
"oo 8 * me mean time, ö 


1 am, &. 


SIR 


Had a but a little Time in $7. Albaw' 5 | Greet, 

when Mr. K-g;y, my Confeſſor, paid me a 
Viſit; and welcomed me, in Appearance, with 
great Friendſhip and Tenderneſs, to his Neigh- 
bourhood ; where, he faid, I might live happy in 
the Exerciſe of my Religion and Duty, At the 
ſame time he gave me his Bleſſing, and aſſured me 
that God would proſper and bleſs me, provided T 
continued ſteady in the true Religion, and complied 
with all its Precepts and Laws. On this Occaſion . 
I édeſired him to find me ſome private Houſe to 
hear Maſs in, ſince it was agreed that my Wife 
ſhould not know I was a Catholic. He readily com- 
plied with my Requeſt, and named a Gentlewoman's 
Lodgings in Drury Lane, where I heard Maſs ſeve- 
ral times on Sundays; but was afterwards refuſed 
Admittance. The next Day my Confeſſor made 
me a Viſit; the Occaſion of which, J make no 
Doubt, was to know what I thought of my not. 


being admitted to hear Maſs in the fame Place as 


before. I told him what had happened to me; and 
begged he would appoint ſome other private Place, 
as I would by no means be ſeen in the public 
Chapels leſt my Wife ſhould know it. This he 
= E 2 4; wok 
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Dining-Room, the Chapel they were building not 
being yet finiſhed, I went there; but found that 


Room as much crouded as any Chapel. So that 


by the Reprimand given me by my Confeſſor, and 


by my being refuſed to hear Maſs. at the private 


Houſe, where I had heard it before, I was given 
plainly to underſtand, that my Catholic Governor 


- had nothing elſe in View, than that it ſhould come 


to my Wife's Ears that I went to Maſs, and was a 

good Catholic. N 9 
In the mean time, my Wife being obliged to go 
into the Country to ſettle ſome Affairs there, my 


Confeſſor, and many other Catholics, ſome of whom 
I had never ſeen before, came daily to my Houſe, 
preſſing me to diſcloſe to my Wife the Step I had 


taken; and urging the great Reward promiſed to 
thoſe who ſhould convert bur One to the true Faith, 


and fave a Soul, that they ſhould ſhine like the Stars 


in Heaven, Sc. I abſolutely refuſed, notwith- 
ſtanding all they could ſay, to give the leaſt Hint 
of it to her; repreſenting to my Confeſſor how 
dangerous-it would be at all times, as ſhe was ſo 
weak a Woman, and how much more now, when 
ſhe was gone ſeveral Months with Child. How- 
ever, upon her Return Three Months after from 
the Country, Mr. N—k, another Jeſuit, came to 
my Houſe, and ſent me to a poor Perſon that was 


tick, on purpoſe to have an Opportunity of being 


acquainted 
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_ acquainted with my Wife. He ſtaid and drank 
Tea with us, and came again the next Day to 
know (as he pretended) how it fared with my Par 
tient. But he ſoon entered on Points of Religion 
with my Wife: At firſt indeed he addreſſed him- 
ſelf to her in the Terms of a gentle Diſputant, and 
a zealous Friend of Truth. But after he had thus 
opened his religious Battery, he omitted no Oppor- 
tunity of renewing the Attack, but came Two or 
Three times a Day to viſit her, under Colour of 
enquiring after my Patient's Health, and every 
time he came he never failed to reſume the ſame 
Subject. In the mean while my Confeſſor loſt no 
Time in talking to me privately : He told me, it 
was my Duty to do all in my Power to bring her 
into the true Church. I urged her Condition, and 
the great Danger there was of giving her Diſturb- 
ance, and how apt ſhe was to be unfortunate at 
ſuch a Time if over-hurried or moleſted ; and 
begged and intreated them both to defiſt, at leaſt 
till ſhe was brought to Bed. My Confeſſor told me, 
the weaker ſhe was, and the more perilous Times 
ſhe had, the greater was the Reaſon why I ſhould 
uſe my utmoſt Diligence to bring her over to the 
true Church. „„ 
All this Time my Wife did not know that I was 
a Catholic, or that they were Prieſts; ſhe only. 
knew they were Gentlemen of the Roman Catholic 
Perſuaſion. A few Days after this Converſation 
with Mr. K-g-y, Mr. W the Jeſuit, and the moſt 
daring and impudent Man I ever converſed with in 
the whole Courſe of my Life, coming to my 
Houſe, and finding that I was not at home, went 
up-ſtairs to my Wife; and having, with ſeveral 
Arguments, brought her to ſay, that Chriſt had 
planted but one Church, and, for aught ſhe knew, 
that might be his; now you believe, he ſaid, with 
2 chundering Voice, the Catholic Faith to. be the 
2 4 | true 
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true Faith, and wüde oo N it 4orthwith 
you are. eternally LS ation, 
and the Manner in n 4... . terrified 
her to ſuch a Degree that ſhe fell into Fits that 
Night, March the 3d, 1784, and 2 delivered of 
We Mae at the E ae eee 
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ſor, hearing — had happened, pac, in all Haſte 
to chriſten the Child. 1 told him, it could be 


chriſtened. no- here hut in the Mother 's Chamber; 
and chat I would not conſont to have it done by 


him there on any Account whatever. That ſhe 
had ſuffered enough already; and that ſhould the 


Child be baptized by him — her Face, it would 


go nigh to occaſion her Death. He told me, then 
I muſt ſuffer no Proteſtant Parſon to baptize it, on 
Pain almoſt of damning myſelf and the Child. 
What then, ſaid I, is to be done? You muft 
cheiſten it yourſelf, he replied. I was ſtruck with 
Amazement at this Injunction laid on me; and told 
him, I ſhould by no means be ſatisfied with having 
the Child ſo peel. He anſwered, that, how- 
ever ſtrange it might appear to me, my Baptiſm 
would be a valid Baptiſm in the Sight of God, and 
in the Eyes of the Church I was now of. For all 
Surgeons and Midwiyes abroad were commanded by 
the Church to baptize all Children that were born 
with:Signs of Life immediately, if there appeared the 


leaft Danger of their dying before a Prieſt could be 


called, * added, that, as I was a Catholic, he 
deſired I would be adviſed, and behave as fachs 

and he taught me accordingly the Form, and the 
Manner that Midwives and Surgeons acted abroad, 
upon the like Occafions, When I parted with him, 


I went into the Room where the Child was; and 


finding it in all Appearance dying, and being 1 
EE 4: Wl 
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ried on by the Two Daughters of the Catholic 
Gentlewoman fo often mentioned, who were then 
in the Room, and ſeemed apprized of what was to 
be done, or being inſtructed fo to do, I cannot fay - 
which, I performed the Ceremony with great Re- 
luctance, agreeable to his Inſtruction. 
However, when I reflected upon what had paſſed 
upon this Occafion, I could not help thinking it 
very ſtrange, that though they allow the Proteſtant 
Baptiſm to be valid, they would not fuffer my 
Child to be chriſtened by a Proteſtant Miniſter, 
notwithſtanding its Mother was in ſuch Circum- 
ſtaqges, aud a Proteſtant. At Fourteen Days End the 
Child died; and my Confeſſor buried it in another 
Room, where its Mother could not be privy to it. 
He put it into a Coffin, ſprinkled it with holy 
Water; and, taking a little Earth, bleſſed it, and 
put it into the Coffin, with Prayers, Sc. All 
Papiſts are thus buried by their own Prieſts, before 
they are buried by our Miniſters. I was greatly 
concerned for the Loſs of my Child; but my Con- 
feſſor comforted. me, by ſaying it was now a little 
Catholic Angel in Heaven, praying for me, for all 
my Family, and all People of. the true Faith and 
che true Church. And all this was ſaid with great 
Pleaſure and Chearfulneſs, rather than with the leaſt 
Signs of. Pity. or Compaſſion. for me, who had loſt 
my, only. Son (and my only Child but one) by the. 

Inhumanity, of him and One of his: Brethren. - 

L aſſure you, Sir, I have: never yet ſeen in an 
Jeſuit, from that Day to this, the leaſt Marks o 
what is the Ornament of a Chriſtian Temper; I 
mean _FEellow-feeling, brotherly Love (except, for 
one another), Charity, or Benevolence. I ꝑuzaled 
me greatly what Conſtruction to, put. on this Fro- 
ceeding, but thought Charity obliged me. to give it 
the — fayourable I could; which was, that they 
acted very precipitately and very injudiciouſly, from 
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Metropolis had engaged me his Word and Honour 


an over-heated Zeal for their Religion; ſuch 4 
Zeal as I imagined no other Miniſter or Prieft of 
any known Chriſtian Church, let their Deſire of 
bringing Men over to their Opinions be ever ſo 


great, would have been capable of ſhowing. To 


make a good Roman Catholic, a Man had need 
w ſavage, and ſhake off all the Ties of natural 
enderneſs and Benevolence for his Fellow Crea- 
tures; nay, I can venture to ſay, even for his own 


Children and neareſt Relations. 


T am, Sir, &c. Sc. 
+ : 


I. E TT ER VII. 
n | 
HUS far you have ſeen Popery as it were in 


its Dawn, and ſhining only with a faint glim- 
mering Light; the meridian Sun, or rather blazing 


Comet, is ſtill to make its Appearance: Tou have 


hitherto had a Taſte of Spirituals, I ſhall now beg 
Leave to inform you, how my new Catholic Go- 


vernors and Friends performed their very earneſt 


and ſolemn 2 as to my temporal Con- 


cerns. I dare ſay you have heard much of Catho- 
-  Jic Charity; the Courſe of my preſent Narrative 
will give you a true Specimen of it. 


Several Jeſuits ſent me poor People to cure at 
their Charge, and paid me as ſoon as I had done: 
Other Patients were recommended to me by the 
Catholic Family that contributed ſo much to my 
Converſion. The firſt Catholic Phyſician in this 


he 


i 


a 
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he would do me all the Service in his Power. My 
Confeſſor recommended me to a foreign Nobleman 
' Februdiy 27, 17543 this introduced me to another 

. of their Phyſicians of great Practice; who promifed 
to da great Things for me. At this Time, the 
Apothecary employed by a chatitable Subſcriptibn 
among the Catholics o viſit the Sick in Newgate, 
dying of the Gaol Diſtemper, a Jeſuit offered me 
that Employment, which he faid would bring me 
in Ten, Twelve, or Thirteen Pounds a Month, 
© according as the Diſtemper raged more or leſs. I 
had been accuſtomed, as you, Sir, well know, to 
a very different Kind of Patients; but nevertheleſs, 
after a little Pauſe, I accepted the Offer, being 
unwilling to refuſe any-thing whence any Advan- 
tage would accrue to my Family. As T now wanted 
'a Boy to carry the Medicines to the Priſon, I 
applied for one of my own Perſuaſion to H. 
Be, Eſq; a Gentleman whom I had been made 
acquainted with by going to the Priſon, and who 
was Agent to that Charity, and moſt other Tranſ- 
actions for the Catholic Party in England, for which 
Reaſon TI ſhall give him the Appellation of the 
Pope's Nuncio. This Gentleman gave me a recom= 
mendatory Letter to Lady /—;, who had a Boy to 
place out, whom ſhe had brought out of the 
Country from his Proteſtant Parents on purpoſe to 
breed him up in the Catholic Faith. Be not ſur- 
rae? my good Friend, at this Part of my Story; 
believe me, I now relate nothing more than I 
know to be true. And though it very ill becomes 
me to remind Gentlemen of your Order, that they 
cannot be too watchful over their Flocks; I hope 
at leaſt I may be pardoned, when I deſire them 
ſometimes to count the Number of their Flocks 
and if they find a Child at any time withdrawn 
from them as an Object of Catholic Charity, im- 
mediately to conclude they have thereby loſt a 2 
Se teſtant 
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Cant Member. It is with great Concern I inform 
ou, that nothing is more common than for the 
oman Catholic Nobility and Gentry to ſend yearly 

_— Numbers of Proteſtant Boys and Girls from the 

Country, and by placing them out in Catholic Fami- 

lies in Town, or otherwiſe by ſending them abroad, 

gain ſo many Proſelytes to the Roman wb 

N are Be: Chriſtian 5 they take, 


1 


hy + had | Eo <aough to convince her, that 
ww" had ſome Skill in my Profeſſion. I had been 
always told 12 the — and all the other Ca- 


] thalics, that her Lad yſhip was one of the beſt 


Chriſtians in the World; ; that ſhe was a Woman 


of an admirable Sweetneſs of Temper ; that her 
Charity knew no Bounds ; that ſhe ſpared no Pains, 
thought no/Trduble too much, to ſerve thoſe for 


1 


-whom ſhe profeſſed Friendſhip; that her Word was 


ſacred; that happy was the Man ſhe took under 


ber Protection; upon theſe Conſiderations, ſtrongly 


inculcated to me by the Nuncio, I conſented to 


take the Boy whom her Lady ſhip had recom mended 
to me, though I was ſenſible that he would be of 
very little Uſe to me, as he could ſcarce read, and 


could not ſo much as write his own Name. He 


# 


me), to take care of him in the Small Pox, which 


was.accordingly bound an Apprentice to me; and 


I vas to teach him my Buſineſs, to keep him in 
Clothes (and he was almoſt naked when he came to 


he had never yet had, and give him Time to learn 
to write; and all this for Fifteen Pounds. Theſe 


were her Lad yſhip's Terms, and upon theſe Terms 


I took him; 4 Ladyſhip, as well as the Nuncio, 


aſſuring me at the . time I ſhould be no Loſer 
by the Barga! n. In the mean time the Nuncio and 
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the Jeſuits treated me with the greateſt Civility, and 


no Day paſt without a Viſit either from him or 
from them. My Confeſſor, Mr. K-g-y honoured” 


me with his Company every Sunday at Dinner, and 


A 


- 
ry 


_” < 


ſpent with me Two or Three Evenings in the Week. 


They flattered themſelves that they ſhould thus en- 


. 


ver 


me the indiſpenſible Obligation I was under, of 


gage me to join them, in endeavouring the Con- 
erfion of my Wife, Her Ladyſhip, the Nuncio, 
and my Confeſſor were. conſtantly repreſenting to 


uſing my utmoſt Efforts to bring her into the right- 


Way. My Confeſſor told me one Day, that I was 
the Head of my own Family; and, as ſuch, might 
uſe the diſcretional Authority which I ſhould judge 
the moſt conducive to the good Work in Hand ; 
inſinuating thereby that I might, by ill Uſage, com- 
pel her to come in. Confeſſors, eſpecially the Je- 
ſuits, aſſume ſuch Power and Authority over their 
Penitents, as to think themſelves ill- uſed by them, 
and to queſtion the Soundneſs of their Faith, if 
they do not in every thing blindly obey them. 

l was at laſt prevailed on to tell my Wife, what was 


the Reaſon of all this Converſation with her about 
Religion: That J had, by going to Paris, been con- 
verted to the Catholic Faith; that the Gentlemen 


were Prieſts who talked ſo much to her; and that, 
if ſhe could reconcile herſelf to what they ſaid, I 
ſhould like we went all one Way. She anfwered, 
That indeed many Things they ſaid ſeemed true 
enough ; but that ſhe never ſhould, or ever could 


be reconciled to Half the Things in that Religion, 


particularly pong LR to Saints and Images, 
When I told my Confeſſor J had opened my Mind 
to my Wife, and what ſhe-laid ; how did he exult 


and rejoice, and careſs me! He behaved with ſo 


much ſeeming Moderation in his Converſation with 


my Wife, upon the Subject of her Converſion, 


made ſuch large Allowances, and placed Things in 
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ſo favourable 2 Light, that there appeared nothing * 


ſo very extraordinary 1 in the Change. It is when 
they have got you in that they ſhew you what 


P is; not before they have ſecured you. 
I: 


would be endleſs to relate every Particular, 
ſo ſhall. only add, chat, after almoſt a whole Year's 
Importunity, my Wife gave way, as I had done 
before. Thoſe very earneſt and aſſiduous Applica» 
tions made to her for the Sake of her Converſion, 
thoſe very ſtrong Aſſurances given her of reaping. - 
eternal Happineſs from it, at length unhappily pre- 
vailed over the ſettled Prejudice he had from her 
Iafancy imbibed againſt Popery; accordingly ſne 
Was received into the Catholic Church, in my own. 
Houſe, the Be Beginning of Oober 1754, by the ſame . 


Jeſuit who ha 


received me. 


I cannot help obſerving here, that this Jeſuit had 


frequently told me, that my Wife, after converſing 
with them, could no longer plead invincible Igno- 


rance, and would therefore be certainly damned, 
if ſhe did not embrace the known Truth. Now 


| 1 can make of what they call invincible Igno- 


rance is this; if you ſhould, as many Thouſands 


do, live all your Days e Mer reading any Catholic 
Books, or being in Company with a Popiſh Prieſt, 
then you are pronounced to be in a State of in- 
vincible Ignorance; and even though you ſhould 


die in that State, you are {till reckoned by them in 


the Number of Catholics: For in this particular 


Caſe it ſeems, they allow Chrift himſelf to interpoſe 
as a Prieſt; and as the Means of being wiſe unto 
Catholic Salvation were not offered you in this Life, 
Cbriſt imputes it not as a Fault to you; but for his. 


own Sake, and the true Catholic Church of which 
himſelf is the Head, he takes you to himſelf, and 
receives you upon the Terms of a Catholic Mem- 
her. But if you ſhould chance to fall into the 
Company of a Prieſt, and he ſhould be pleaſed be 
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he certainly will) to tell you that his Church is the 
Firſt Chriſtian Church; that your Church is not 
the true Church; and a few more Things of this 
Kind; whether you believe them or not, yet ſtill 
as you have been told them, and warned of your 
Danger, you cannot plead for yourſelf invincible 
Ignorance, and therefore you are reckoned by them 
amongſt the Children of Perdition; nay, they will 
boldly tell you, that they are very ſure you will be 

damned unleſs you become one of them. I ſhall 

now leave you to your own Thoughts on this Epiltle, 
aſſuring you, that | 


I am, cc. &c, 
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SIR, e fl nb 
Shall now proceed to give you an Account of 

1 the Behaviour of all the holy People before- 
mentioned, after this grand Point of converting 
my Wife was carried. Our Confeſſor, as I may 
now call him, ſoon began to ſhow his prieſtly 
Authority over us. The Firſt Inſtance was, his 
demanding what religious Books we had in the 
Houſe? and an Order from him to produce them 
all. Among the little Collection we had there were 
ſeyeral good Books, wrote by the beſt Divines of 
the Church of England, The Whole Duty of Man, 
and ſome others; theſe he partly burned, and partly 
carried away with him, telling us he would bring 
better ones in their ſtead. But as we produced no 
Bible; he aſked, If we had none? And, upon our 
anſwering that we had one, our.holy Father ordered 
even 


33 Mr. A—v's Matives, &c. 


even this to be brought to him; being deſirous, he 
ſaid, to ſee it. Accordingly the Bible was brought 
to him; but our holy Father, looking ſternly at it, 
ran immediately to the Fire in order to commit it 
to the Flames, as if it had been ſome fabulous Hil. 
tory or obſcene Novel. My Wife and I, greatly 
furprized at this extraordinary Inſtance of religious 
| Zeal, and being not yet weaned from our Fondneſs 
for the Word of God, and more eſpecially for a 
Family Bible, could not help interpoſing upon this 


Occaſion. And let me aſſure you, we uſed our 


utmoſt Efforts, and with much ado reſcued even 
the Oracles of Truth from the devouring Flames. 
You may remember I told you, that my Jeſuit 
Monitor at Paris, when we were talking on the 
Subject of denying the Laity the Uſe of the Scrip- 
- tures, aſſured me, this was a Prejudice ill-grounded 
and wrongly entertained. Our holy Confeffor in 
London was, it ſeems, intirely of a different Opinion, 
E ſhall not take upon me to reconcile thefe Jeſuits 
one to the other; but rather deſire you to remark 
from hence, that whatever Conceſſions or Declara- 
tions theſe Champions for Chriſtian Truth are 
pleaſed to make, while they are doing the Wark of 
Converſion, there is no ſuch thing as Truth and 
Certainty to be expected from them. If ſuch be 
their Enmity againſt the Scriptures, the Oracles of 
Truth, is it at all to be wondered at when we find 
them ſuch warm Advoeates for Error, and ſuch 
_ zealous Patrons for religious Blindneſs in the Laity. 
For. though: he had with great Reluctance granted 
the Bible a Reprieve from the Flames, yet it was not 
without an expreſs Promiſe from us, that we would 
never make any Uſe of it, and treat it only as a 
dead Letter. | | | | | 

The next Inſtance of prieſtly Authority, was an 
Order immediately to take our little Daughter from 
a Proteſtant School, where the uſually went, and 
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to place her under the Direction of a Catholic Miſ- 
5 This indeed was natural enough, as her 
Parents were now both Catholics. Nor had we any 
otlier Objection to the new School, than that of the 
great Biadez it was from us for a Child of her 
Yeats to go in the Streets of London. The holy 
Fathers, in ſhore, were become now our Lords and 
Maſters; and we were expected in all Things to 
obey them as ſuch. As to their Conduct and Be- 
haviour towards me in particular, it would be an 
endleſs Taſk to relate the ſeveral Inſtances of cruel 
- Uſage I met with from many of them. They 
looked upon me as their Slave, and treated me as 
one entirely in their Power. As I was not conſcious 
to myſelf of having committed the leaſt wilful Of- 
fence, whereby I might become a fit Object of their 
Reſentment, I was wholly at a Loſs to find out the 
Cauſe of that ſtrange Turn in their Behaviour to- 
wards me; and was left to conclude, they had no 
other View in it than thereby to teach me the ne- 
ceſſary Duty of Mortification, and to try how far 
my. Patience would extend. But by none. was I 
uſed worſe than by the Lady whom I have mentioned 
above, and whom they had repreſented to me as the 
true Pattern of every Chriſtian Virtue. Without 
Offence, I hope, to that bright Gem in the Robes 
of Catholic Purity, I may be permitted to. ſay, I 
ſoon found that her boaſted Charity was not real, 
but pretended only; and did Occafion require, I 
could produce a remarkable Inſtance of her acting 
contrary to the Rules of common Juſtice to fave 
Expences, when Charity called u _ her to be 
generous. During the whole Courſe of the Corre- 
ſpondence I had with this Lady and her Family, I 
cannot charge myſelf with having done any thing 
to give the leaſt Cauſe of Offence: Once, indeed, 
I remember, her Ladyſhip pretended to be much 
out of Humour with a fmall Bill I waited upon 
her 


over-generous: The Father of the Boy placed with 


the Contract between us, with per to my attend- 
ut this Sunſhine 


conſe- 
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conſequence of that to grow more and more remiſs 
in his Payments. By the Contract between us, I 
had a Right to be paid ' monthly ; and without 
having ſuch quick Returns, the Terms of diſcharg- 
ing this my Truſt was fo low that I muſt neceſſa- 
rily be a great Loſer by it. But neither this Con- 
ſideration, nor a Regard to the moſt ſolemn Pro- 
miſes or Contracts ſeemed to weigh any thin with 
the merciful Samaritan, my good Friend the Nuncio. 
I could not even prevail upon. him to furniſh me 
with the ſmalleſt Sum, at a Time when ſeveral 
Months were in Arrear, and J had at leaſt Forty or 
Fifty Pounds due to me; this brought me into 
great Straits, as my Attendance upon the Priſoners 
took up a great Part of my Time. I remember very 
well my Wife waited upon him as an humble Sup- 
plicant, and repreſented to him: our miſerable Con- 
dition in the natural and moving Strains of a Flood 
of Tears: But how was the Nuncio affected upon 
this Occaſion ? Why, he ſaw and heard all without 
the leaſt Emotion; and regarded my diſconſolate 
Wife as nothing more than a dumb Idol, or a lifeleſs 
Statue, 
When he had hea thus long importuned, he. 
brought me at laſt a Piece of French Cambrick in- 
ſtead of Money: Theſe, and many other Inftances 
of the like Nature, which I omit for Brevity' 8 Sake, 
ſhocked me greatly; and I began to entertain a 
very indifferent Opinion of the Catholic Fultice as 
well as Charity. 
When I was firſt ſent to the Priſon, T had full 
Licence to attend Priſoners af all Perſuaſions, and did 
ſo for the firſt Five Months. I expected to find it 
a Place of Profit; in that Light they had repre- 
ſented it to me, and indeed the Employment ought 
to be lucrative; ſince no one, I preſume, of my 
Profeſſion, would, upon any other Conſideration, 
ſubmit to Sire his Attendance in a Place of ſo 
5 1 G much 
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much Danger, and where Wretchedgeſs and Mi- 
ſery appear in all their Horrors. But now the 
Nuncio told me, he could not afford to do for, them 
all, and therefore muſt confine himſelf to the Ca- 
tholics only; as it was very natural to prefer the 
People of our own Family before them of another. 
Soon after this, I was not even allowed to attend 
them generally, but ſuch only as .I ſhould receive 
Orders for; ſo that the Buſineſs was reduced to 
very little, and at laſt to nothing at all; and I was | 
not paid for what I had done till a long time after, 
though in great Want of the Money, and that 
often enough repreſented to the Nuncio. But, 
before I was quite diſcarded, I. received a Letter 
from a certain Board I had the Honour to ſerve 
Jaſt War, to let me know, if I would go to the 
ſame Station, I ſhould be employed —_ I need 
not tell you where, my worthy Friend, as you are 
no Stranger to the Place nor the Thing. I com- 
municated this to the Nuncio ; and told him, at the 
ſame time, the Way I was in would not do by. any 
means; and that, unleſs I had more Friendſhi 
ſhown me, I was only bringing myſelf and Family 
as faſt as I could. to Poverty and Ruin. He was 
quite ſtartled at this Offer, and would not ſuffer - 
me even to think of ſerving the Government; as 
he knew my Station would be in a Place where 
there was no Prieſt, no Maſs, no. Catholics. How- ' 
ever, at length, upon my repreſenting the Offer 
made me to be a very lucrative Employment, I was. 
permitted to accept the fame, upon this Condition 
only, that I would take a Prieſt with me to ſay 
Maſs privately in my own Family. My holy Con- - 
feſfor Mr. K-g-y offered his Service to go with us 
himſelf. But I could not bring myſelf by any 
means to ſexye my King and Country with a Ca- 
tholic Prieft in my Houſe. The Nuncio began 
again now to talk in his former Stile of Providence, 
A Bleſſings, 
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Bleffings, Merits, &c. for my refuſing to accept 
any thing that fy 


- _ _ FP 


ould. jar with the Purity of the 

Catholic Faith, or give the leaſt Scandal to the true 
Religion. I took his Advice, refuſed the Employ- 
ment, and ſuffered another to be nominated in my 
room; though, at” that Time, I was in great 
Straits from their not performing their Engage- 
ments to me, and ſaw myſelf in no Way to mend 
it, or to live. My refuſing ſuch an Offer left them 
no Room to doubt of my Sincerity, and they 
commended me highly for it; but yet I could not 
get one of them to do the leaſt Thing for me, no, 
not ſo much as recommend me a Lodger, which l 
have intreated them to do numberleſs times. Thus 
as the Buſineſs of Newgate was at an End; as the 
Nuncio owed me a good deal of Money, but would 
not pay me; as I had left all my Proteſtant Rela- 
tions to ſettle among the Catholics, in order to be 
in the Way, as they ſaid, of doing my Duty; and 
was employed by very few of them, though they 
who did employ me will do me the Juſtice to own 
that I gave them full Satisfaction: Being, I ſay, 
reduced to great Straits, and aſhamed to acquaint ' 
my Relations with it, I began to raiſe Money on 
my Plate, of which, you know, Sir, I had good 
Store; flattering myſelf that a little more Fine 
would bring me Buſineſs, that the Nuncio would in 
the mean while pay me what he owed me, and the 
Jeſuits (eſpecially Mr. K-g-y our Confeſſor) would 
beſtir themſelves in our Favour. But how were 
we r ? Our Confeſſor pas an Eye-Wits - 
neſs of our Diſtreſſes, for he viſited us Two or 
Three times a Week, and, for Two Years together, 
never failed to ſanctify us with his Company at 
Dinner on Sundays, unleſs ſomething very. extraor- 
dinary prevented us from receiving that Favour. 
I ſhall never forget the Speech'this holy Man made 
us one Sunday after Dinner, our Plate being all gone 

x 6 except 
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except a few Spoons and a Punch Ladle. I told 
him, as we were fitting over a Bowl of Punch, ac- 
| cording to our conſtant Cuſtom when he favoured 
us with his Company, That he had ſeen all the 
Plate that was left; and began to repreſent to him 
the State of my temporal Affairs, and the Diſtreſſes 
I was in. He heard me without ſhewing any 
kind of Concern ; and, when I had done, twirling 
the Punch Ladle in his Hand after filling his Glaſs, 
this Thing, he ſaid, I warrant you is worth Half 
4 Guinea, Why don't you ſend it after the zeſt of 
your Plate ? A wooden one would do quite as well. 
And from hence he took Occaſion to commend the 
plain Dreſs of the Nuns and Jeſuits, and rail with 
oreat Zeal againſt Luxury till the Bowl was quite 
empty. He then took his Leave, and left us to 


meditate by ourſelves on what he had ſaid. We did 


ſo, and with the deepeſt Sorrow, in ſeeing ourſelves 
thus forſaken, and not even pitied in our greateſt 
Diſtreſſes by thoſe who flattered us with ſuch mighty 
Expectations and Promiſes z we felt more than 1 
can expreſs, or a Man of your humane Diſpoſition 
would be willing to hear. As to myſelf, I was 
obliged to act in as chearful a Manner as I could, 

to keep my. dear Wife from falling into the deepeſt 
Melancholy, and perhaps ſome Diſorder that might 


oOccaſion her Death; and therefore J had fuch Tor- 


tures pent up in my Breaſt, when I reflected that! 
was the ſecondary Cauſe of bringing my Family 
_ into ſo much Wretchedneſs, that no temporal Tor- 
ments I am ſure could exceed them. How often 
have I ſeen my dear Fellow-Sufferer fit weeping 
over her Child, and her Child hanging on her 
Neck, and moved by the Tears of her Mamma, 
melted into the ſame Sorrows, and enquiring into 
the Cauſe of her Grief. I have often been obliged 
to leave the Room, and get into ſome private Part 
of the Houſe to give Vent to my Sorrows alone, 

becauſe 
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hace I would not increaſe theirs. I cannot look 
back upon theſe dreary Scenes, without returning my 
moſt ſincere Thanks to the Father of Merpies for 
keeping me in my right Senſes in ſuch Trials as theſe 
were. God forgive them, for I do not believe that 
there is ſuch another Set of Men upon Earth as the 
Jeſuits, and thoſe, whom they propoſe to us for Pat, 
terns of every Chriſtian | Virtue. They: promiſe, 
without ever intending to perform what, they pro- 
miſe; and do not ſo mlich as pity thoſe who hape 


been brought into the e We a. re/ying 
on their Promiſes, 
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V laſt brought me to the Miſeries and Dit. 
treſſes that the deceitful and deſigning Je- 
its had led me into; I ſhall. now diſcover to you 
the ſecret Springs of their ſtrange Proceedings, which 
at firſt I was an utter Stranger to. The Punch 
| Ladle Exhortation had been often in my Thoughts, 
eſpecially my Confeſſor's expatiating on the Happi- 
neſs of the Nuns and the Jeſuits; who, he ſaid, 
poſſeſſed nothing, and yet wanted nothing, but led 
a moſt joyful and heavenly Life. What he aimed 
at I did not then know, nor had 1 any Notion of 
it till ſome time before Eater 1756. when he paid 
me a Viſit; and ſitting down | in the Shop, as I was 
alone, he aſked me, How Affairs ſtood with me. 
I told him very ingenuouſly the State and Situation 
I was in, though I was very certain it was not in my 


Power 


* 
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Power to tell dum more than what he alteady knew; 
However, he Had 4 full Account of my ng 
Why, thy deat Sir, ſaid Ne (4 mig deen 
with kim when going to eant or 60 Bone ou ſee 
the Uncertainty of worldly Affairs, and the Diffi- 
culties you meet with in them, I would have you | 
give up your Buſineſs and think no more of it. I 
demanded what he would have me do to ſapport 


my Family * he, as are'a Man 
Fike weg an Teng; oh ok you do, In 
certain you mp Fer be quite happy if you were 


one of us (that is a Jeſuit) ; and then you would be 
freed from the-Cares and Anxieties of temporal 
Things, and at Leiſure to e ws 7 your Talents the 
Way you; ſeem beſt calculated for. I aſked him, 
what ä — to do with my Wife and Child; for 
though Lliked « a ſtudious Life ever ſo well, they 

were CM .be conſidered as Part of myſelf, and their 
Dependence was entirely upon me. Beſides, how 
can a-married Man, added I, be a Jeſuit or a Prieſt, 
when your Church allows no ſuch thing? He an- 
ſwered, there had. been many married Men Prieſts, 
for the Church allows of a Separation between, a 
Man and his Wife when they have a Vocation to 
dedicate themfelves'to a religious Life; and as to 
my Child, ſhe” now wanted an Education, and no 
Place would be more proper than abroad, in one 
of their Convents : That my Wife might go with 
her z and he doubted not, from what he knew of 
her already, but ſhe would like a monaſtic Life 
very well, where ſne would meet with none of the 
Rubs, Frowns, and Viciſſitudes of a worldly Life. 
I made him no Anſwer, being ſtruck with Amaze- 
ment at ſuch a Propoſal. The Jeſuits are glad to 
get, at any rate, Men into .their Order (as I have 
been ſince informed) who have any Skill in Phyfic, 
to fave the Expence, and, on certain Occaſions, the 
Shame of recurring to Strangers ; and it was, no 
Doubt, 
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Doubt; with ſuch a Deſign upon me, that they did 
all in their Power to bring us into — and 
would: not afford us the leaſt Relief in our woeful - 
Condition. They flattered themſelves that they 
ſhould thus force us to purchaſe Quiet and Eaſe at 
the Expence of a Separation, and take Refuge from 
the anxious Cares of this World in a College and'a 
Nunnery. But, to ſpeak. the Truth, I had feen 
nothing in any of them that could incline me fo 
follow their Example. ien i 

He talked to me again ſoon after on the ſame 
Subject, when I told him, that I could never think 
of being a Jeſuit, without finding in myſelf ſome 
ſuitable Qualifications to lead a truly pious Life. 
Why that is right, ſays he; but if you were to go” 
to one of our Colleges, we ſhould ſoon free you 
from many Scruples you have now, and which are 
not well grounded. You would, thought I with 
myſelf, ſoon make me worſe than I now am, you 
would at leaſt diveſt me of all Humanity and Fel- 

low-feeling. . I muſt not forget to tell you, that 
the ſame Jeſuit frequently preſſed me to ſell my 
Daughter's Fortune, a ſmall freehold Eſtate in 
Dorſenſbire, worth ſeveral Hundred Pounds. He 
told me, he had heard that we could not diſpoſe of 
it till ſhe was of Age; but that he wonld recom- _ 
mend us to a Man, who would put us in a Way of 
turning it into Money during her Minority. This 
Money, I ſuppoſe, was intended for the College 
and the Nunnery, ſhould he in the End prevail 
upon me to become a Jeſuit, and on my Wife to 
turn Nun. e 7315.1. up 5 Shy 

I was now ſenſible of their Deſigns upon me, and 
ſhocked at their falſe Dealing, at their Want of 
Charity, and the blood-thirſty Spirit of Perſecution 
that reigned among them, I began to think Po 
a very bad Religion, and to repent the Change I 
had made. However, I thought it a very —_ 

7 | 8 Ont. 


50 W. A— p' Motives, &c. 
Point te change again, and what I could. not bring 
myſelf to till after the moſt mature Deliberation. 
The Jeſuits, our Confeſſor eſpecially, - placed 
great Confidence in me after I had rejected the 
Offer the Government had made me, and diſcovered 
many Things to me, which, I believe, they now 
wiſh they had concealed from me. But however 
ſhocked at their wicked Proceedings, I hoped there 
yore ſome good Men among them, and was there- 
ore unwilling to quit their Religion; nor did I 
quit it till you, dear Sir, encouraged me to it as an 
indiſpenſible Duty. 11 M 
1 muſt obſerve to you, before I cloſe this Letter, 
that I attended the Priſoners in Newgate for the 
Space of One Year and Eleven Months; that during 
that Time I cured, as near as I can calculate from 
my Liſts and Books, 456 Patients of that malig- 
nant Diſeaſe the Goal Fever;,' and the Money 

I received for Medicines and Attendance amounted, 
from the Middle of March to the laſt Day of O0- 
ber 1754, that is, from the Time of my firſt being 
employed to the Converſion of my Wife, to 73 l. 
65. 8 d.; but from Oober 1754 to the Beginning 
of February 1756 to no more than 33 J. 115. 94. 
in the Whole to 1267. 18 5. 5d. Thus did the 
Jeſuits, and my other Catholic Friends, fulfil the 
mighty Promiſes they had made me. 

I executed that Office, though no leſs nauſeous 
than it was dangerous, with great Chearfulneſs, ſo 
long as I was allowed to do for all Perſuaſions 
indifferently ; but when my Buſineſs was confined 
to Catholics only (and they were in Proportion far 
more numerous in Newgarte than Perſons of any 
other Religion) it gave me very great Pain to cure 
one by the Side of another Priſoner, and ſee that 
other in extreme Danger, and the greateſt Anguiſh, 
and moſt commonly die without being allowed to 
relieve him, becauſe he was pot of my Perſuaſion, 

=. -: | This 
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This I could not bear; and I often attended ſuch 
unhappy Sufferers, ang tuppred them with Medi- 
cines, merely upon the Principle of Humanity, 
and at my own Expence this my own private Be- 
nevolence coſt me about Fifty Pounds, as will ap- 
pear by my Books. The Nuncio and all the holy 
Gentlemen knew very well that I did theſe good 
Offices to many who were not Catholics, but they 
regarded ir. not; telling me it was only a Weakneſs 
in me to be ſo childiſhly humane to People who 
were nothing at all to me. Indeed they were no 
more to me than Fellow Creatures, nor were the 
Catholics any-thing elſe, for I knew no more of 
them than of the others. But their View in thus 
confining their Charity to Catholics only, was to 
propagate their holy Religion in Newgate ; and ſe- 
veral were by this means converted, and ſent from 
Tyburn to Heaven.. ” OT he | 
Their chief Apoſtle (next to the Prieſts) was an 
Triſb Papiſt, who had been hanged before, as I was 
told, but had recovered. He was the moſt aban- 
donedly wicked Wretch, I believe, that ever entered 
thoſe Gates, but a very good Catholic; and he 
converted ſeveral during his Three Years Confine- 
ment in Newgate, and among the reſt one Mrs. 
M—1d, a Woman of as bad a Character as him- 
ſelf, - as notorious a Proſtitute, Cheat, Thief, and 
Drunkard, as ever was hanged. However, ſhe 
| pretended to be fully convinced by the Arguments 
of the Newgate Miſſionary, that the Catholic 
Church was the true Church founded by Cbriſt, and 
that out of it there was no Salvation. Hereupon 
a Jeſuit, Mr. J/—e, received her into the Arms of 
the all-faving Church, heard her Confeſſion, ab- 
ſolved her from all her Sins, and adminiſtered the 
Sacrament to her and to her Newgate Director ; who 
was never quite ſober but when he received it, and 
perhaps not always _ He told me' * 
3 A 
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at his Er drag. a Pint af 8 every 

Wy of her Lafe, and. times 3 . 5 
Vked, it as wel as. The, 0 they got every D 
drunk together in _congratulating each ather = 
their Happineſs in being Members of the true 
Church, and in the right. Way to Heaven. She 


- was ſoon after ſeized with the Goal Diſtemper, and 


| was ſtriftly charged to take all A Care of 
her, which 1 did accordingly; ſhe recovered, 
and got her Liberty, by whole elt I know not; 
bat this I know, ga ſhe left all her Religion in 
Newgate, where ſhe had found it. A = Days 
after ſhe was ſet at Liberty, the Jeſuit who had 
received her into the Church, not caring to go him- 
ſelf, deſired me to make het a Viſit at her Lodg- 
in B. r. Buildings (for ſhe was a fine Lady), to 
ſound her about her Religion, and put her in mi 
of her being a Member of the true Church. She 
received me very politely, and talked on that Point 
with à great deat deal of ſeeming Seriouſneſs, pre- 
tending to be very ſenſible of fo great a Bleſſing; 
though ſhe could not or ſmiling now and then, as 
I told the. Jeſuit who had ordere me to wait on 
her. Soon after he deſired me to pay her another 
Viſit, and give him an Account her Diſpoſition 
and Behaviour. At his Requeſt I * to her 
Lodgings ; but, upon my enquiring for her, the 
People of the Houſe told me in a great Rage, that 
ſhe had robbed her Lodgings, and carried off every 
thing ſhe could take; . that I muſt certainly 
be privy to it, and know very well where ſhe was 
gone; and that, unleſs I told them where ſhe was 
ro be found, they would carry me before a Juſtice 
as an Accomplice. I tald them, that I was very 
r ady to give them, or any body elſe, an Account 
of myſelt; and that I ould not have come to en- 
quire after her there had I been her Accomplice in 


robbing 5 They Reman to be fatisfied, and : 
222111 14 So 
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gat off, but with a full Reſolution naver mare to 
0 e This Convert efterwards 

odged with an old Friend of hers wha pſed 0 viſſt 
her in Newgate ;. and by. her too 1 Was ſhortly aſter 
attacked in the Street, and ꝓreſſed to tell her what 
was become of her Lodger, who. had robbed her 
of a Silver Spoon. This, celebrated Lady's Ne 
gate Director, the Apoſtle above: mentioned, was 
condemned to be hanged a Second time; but, by 
a Wa Law, was only tranſported for Life. 

Juring the Time I attended the Priſoners in News 
gate, nothing ſhocked me more than 'what J ſhall 
now relate to you. An Tri Papiſt was committed 
for enliſting Men into foreign Service; and, upon. 
his Trial, his Crime was fo evidently proved againſt 
him, that Twa Catholic Women of his own 

Country, -who had ſworn in his Favour, were con- 
victed of Perjury, and committed to Newgate, 
The Catholic Party exerted their utmoſt Endeavour 
to ſave him, and got him reprieved for a Week. But 
as nothing could be produced during that Time in 
his Favour, he was executed alone, the general Exe- 
cution of Priſoners being already paſt. As I bad 
| known this Man in Newgate I went to his Execu- 
tion, and happened to place myſelf in the Scaffold 
that faced him, cloſe by the Catholic Ordinary of 
Newgate. The Man, before he was turned off, 
delivered a Paper to the Executioner, who read it 
aloud; and the Contents were, that in his whole 
Life he had never been in France; and that he was 
quite innocent of the Crime with which he was 
charged. He then ſaid himſelf, I am as innocent 
of the Crime which J am brought here to die for 
as any one preſent. As this had no Effect on the 
Sheriff, he looked earneſtly at the Prieſt, who ſtood 
dy me, prayed for a ſhort Time, and then looked 
at him catneſtly again; when the Prieft, with the 
Sign of the Croſs, which no one but a Catholic 
H 2 | could 
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could obſerve, gave him Abſolution, and ſent him 
to Heaven with a Lye in his Mouth. As I was 
fully convinced of his Guilt, ſome of his Fellow 
Priſoners, who were of the ſame Country and the ſame 
Religion with himſelf, having given me broad Hints 
of it; 1 was extremely ſhocked to ſee the Prieſt 
give him Abſolution without his retracting what 
he had ſaid, and owning the Crime for which he 
ſuffered. But it was, 1 ſuppoſe, between 
him and the Prieſt, that he ſhould deny it, and 
afterwards confeſs this Lye to him, if he was par- 
doned; and if he was not pardoned, that the Prieſt 
would however take care to abſolve him from it 
defore he was turned offt. 
en AS | 0 


1 * 


I am, &c. &c. 
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DST TER N 
STIR, | wi: 
FT Dare ſay, you were not a little ſurprized at the 
1 Contents of my laſt, What, you will fay, is it 
- Poſſible for Men to be abandoned to every Vice upon 
religious Principles? Is there indeed a Religion upon 
Earth that will not only countenance, but recom- 
mend as neceſſary upon ſome Occaſions, Perjury 
and lying, at the moſt ſolemn and awful Hour of 
Death? However ſtrange this may ſeem, you 
may be aſſured I have related nothing but what 1 
know to be true; and 1 muſt leave you to make 
your own Reflections upon it. er 
I reſigned at laſt my Employment, as I. found 
myſelf ſo very conſiderable a Loſer by it. However, 
| BIN | a few 
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a few Months after, the Nuncio.came to my Houle, 
to let me know that a good Catholic in Newgate 
wanted my Aſſiſtance ; and that, as there would be 

ome 

oe, allow Joe. Let Oleg a Month for at- 
tending them all. I could not help ſmiling at ſuch 
a Propoſal ; and told him, that ſuch a ſcanty Al- 
lowance would not find me in Shoe Leather, as 1 
ſhould be obliged. to walk at leaſt once a Day 
almoſt Three Miles (as I lived at that Diſtance from 
Newgate), and oftener in dangerous Caſes ; that 
the Medicines neceſſary to cure the Diſtempers that 
raged in that horrid Place, eſpecially the Goal 
Fever, which of all Diſeaſes was one of the moſt 
| ſhocking incident to human Bodies, were none of 
the cheapeſt, Sc. What he anſwered will aſtoniſh 
you, my dear Friend, and give, you a true Notion 
of this great Saint's Charity, and indeed of Popiſh 
Charity in general. You need not go, ſaid he, ſo 
often, once a Week will be enough; nor need you 
uſe ſuch coſtly Medicines, as I am informed you 
do. I know, he added, ſome of your Profeſſion, 
who would get Money by what I now offer to you; 
Why cannot you do ſo too? Give your Newgate . 
Patients cheap and ordinary Things, and be always 
ſure to get by them. Good God! I replied, what 
do you mean, Sir; Am] to viſit but once a Week 
a Man in Danger of his Life? Am I to. give. him 
Medicines that I know will prove ineffectual ? No, 
Sir, when I undertake the Eure of a Fellow Crea - 
ture, I never did, nor never will ſpare Pains nor Coſt 
to ſave him. Should I, for my own Profit, forbear 
adminiſtering the moſt proper Remedies to one 
with whoſe Life I am intruſted, I ſhould look on 
myſelf as his Murderer, and live (if I could live) 
the moſt unhappy Wretch upon Earth. He al- 
leged many Arguments to get the better of my 
Weakneſs, as he called it. One, of them was, that 


ig 


conftantly there who would want it, ge 
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in Caſes of Charity, it was as meritorious in thoſe 
| who could not give much, to give a little, as it 
was in thoſe who *abounded' to give a great deal, 
That might be true, I replied, in other Caſes, but 
to give Medicines to a fick Perfon, which I knew 
would prove ineffectual, was giving nothing at all, 
and no more Charity than if I ſhould adminiſter to 
him Powder of Poſts; that 1 muſt indeed live by 
my Patients, as I had no other Means of getting 
2 Livelihood, but that I would make no Bargain 
to deceive them, and therefore begged he would 
excuſe my nar accepting his Offer, and at the ſame 
time deſired him to pay me what he owed me. But 
to that this pious and juſt Man turned a deaf Ear, 
and left me. A Day or Two after the ſame Argu- 
ments were urged by our Confeſſor, but urged in 
vain. I told him, he fould yever perſbade mee 
with all his Rhetoric, to be guilty of Manſlaugh- 
ter, or to accept an Epmloyment upon ſuch Terms 

as obliged me either to betray thoſe committed to 
my Care, or injure my Family. After all I have 
faid concerning this Newgate Employment, I muft 
Leave to tell you, that the Jeſuits themſelves, 
and all the Subſcribers to that Charity, were greatly 
furprized at my Humility and Courage to accept. 
it; the firſt, becauſe it was ſo very deſpicable that 
| very few could be found who would engage in it; 
and the laſt, becauſe ſeveral Perſons they had ſent 
there upon this Buſineſs, had taken the Diſcaſe and 
died of it, as did the Apothecary' I ſucceeded. 
Add to this my furprizing Succeſs in that deplor- 
able Place, which ſeveral of the Prieſts were Eye- 
witneſſes of; and they all knew, that out of the 
vaſt Number I had taken in Hand, not above Four 
or Five miſcarried, to their very great Aſtoniſh- 
ment. So that, to my Knowlege, the Jeſuits re- 
reſented me to the Catholic Party as a Worker of 
iracles, and imputed it to my being * 

os bleſſe 
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8 in all Fu phyſical Undertakings for my 
having embraced the true Religion. I always 
apply every thing they think meritorious in a Man 
| e Uſe and to the Honour of holy Mother 
urch. How then, my good F 7 ſhall we 
any other way account for their extraordinary Be- 
haviour to me in this very Affair, than that they 
were determined, if poſſible to make me ſtill more 
uſeful to their Cauſe, by getting me into the Prieſt- 
hood, and binding me for ever to anſwer all cheir 
Purpaſes of what Kind ſoever. 
on 9 believe there is a Set of Men upon the | 
Earth ſo deſtitute of all Humanity, Compaſſion, 
and Pity, as Jeſuits and Popiſh Prieſts. They can 
behold their Fellow Creatures in the utmoſt Anguiſh 
and Agonies of Death quite unaffected, nay, and with 
a chearful Countenance, when thoſe poor Wretches 
have once gone through the various Forms of 
prieſtly Preparation for the other World, Of this 
their Hardneſs of Heart I have been but too often 
an Eye-Witneſs, and yet no Men I ever met with 
are more careful of themſclves, more impatient of 
Pain, more terrified at the leaſt Appearance of a 
Diſtemper, or the Approach of Death, 

I was now convinced, that though the Papi 
boaſt much of their great Charity, and put on as 
much as they can the outward Signs of it, there is 
no true Charity among them, that the Whole is a 
mere Sham and outward Appearance; and that it 
was only to be reputed charitable, and to impoſe 
Upon the World, that they would have perſuaded 

me to impoſe upon my Patients, and act in direct 
Oppoſition to the Laws of true Charity, and even 
of common Humanity and Juſtice. _ 

I had almoſt forgot a. remarkable Inſtance of 

eſuitical Charity, which, Iam ſure, will ſurprize you. 

r. NE recommended a Girl to my Care, who 
was wha ill of a malignant Fever, and I didall in 


wy 


— — —ũ I ———ͤ—-—— 1 W 
* 
* 


56 W. A—v' s Motives, &c. 


my Power to cure her. But the Jeſuit, apprehend- 


| ing (as he faid) that he ſhould have a long Bill to 


pay, told me one Day, that he would have me 
give her but very few Medicines, only give her my 
Attendance for the Satisfaction of her Friends; for 
were ſhe to live ever ſo long, ſhe would not die at any 
time in a better Diſpoſition than that ſhe was then 
in: Which was ſaying, Let her die, and put me to 
no farther Expence. This, from a holy Man, 


| Thocked me beyond all Expreſſion. Theſe Men, 


I faid within myſelf, value a little Money more 
than the Lives of their Fellow Creatures : at a 
Religion' is this! As I had been frequently em- 
ployed by Proteſtants to attend fick poor The ps 
and never had found any of them grudge, in fuch 
Caſes, any Expence, I could not help comparing, 
on this Occaſion, the Proteſtant with the Popiſh 
Charity; and concluding, that even the moſt cha- 
ritable among my new Friends made only a great 
deal of Noiſe with their Charity, like a ſounding 
_ or a tinkling Cymbal. 

I ſhall add here, that thoſe good Fithers were as 


liberal of their Relicks as they were ſparing of their 


Money. When I firſt entered upon my Office of 
attending Priſoners in Neugate, my Confeſſor ſup: 
plied me with ſome of Saint Tenatins's Beans, 
which, he ſaid, were of infinite Value and Efficacy 

againſt Infection. He charged me, whenever 1 
went to the Priſon, to put one of them into my 
Mouth; they were not difagreeable, but only a 
pleaſant Bitter, whieh was admirable for the Sto- 
mach. But with this Injunction I did not comply. 
I took them, not to diſoblige him, put them into 
my Pocket inſtead of my Mouth; and ſometimes 
did, and ſometimes did not carry chem to Newgate 
with me, according as I changed my Cloaths, for 
1 left them in the lame Pocket which J firſt put 
them into; and thus, by taking no care of them, 
— 4 ſoon 
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ſoon loſt them all. I did not regret the Loſs of 
" theſe marvellous Antidotes. But as I had obſerved 


the good Jeſuit Father Ve frequently. to take 
Covent-Garden Market in his Way to Newgate, for 


the ſake of providing himſelf with good Store of 


Rue; I contented myſelf with following his Ex- 
ample, and had Faith enough to eſteem Rue as a 
more efficacious Preſervative againſt Infection, than 
ſanctified Beans brought from any Market in Rome. 
The Holy Tribe more than once attempted to try 
whether I was a tame Beaſt of Burthen or not, 
They endeavoured to load me with Crucifixes, 
Agnus Dei's, and many other very powerful Imple- 
ments of Devotion. But as they could not ſaddle 
me with any ſuch religious Cargo, they at length 


deſiſted, and left me to myſelf, and the bare Pro- 


tection of Providence only. Beads indeed I could 
not well fefuſe to accept, without affronting the 
high and noble Perſonage who was graciouſly 

leaſed to honour me with them. He affured me, 
that they had been in the Hands of his Holineſs , 
that the Holy Father himſelf had bleſſed them 
that a very ſmall Number were brought over; and 
that he had reſerved fo valuable a Preſent for me. 
I accepted his Preſent, and put the Beads with great 
Care in my Drawer, where they lay undiſturbed, 
till J had the Pleaſure of delivering them into your 
Hands, as a Token of my Sincerity, in returning, 
like a loſt Sheep, to your Fold. I ſhall now give 

you ſome Reſpite, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Yours, &c. 


* * 
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CTR, 


HE Want of Charity that I obſerved in the 
Catholics, gave me, as I wrote to you in my 
lait Letter, a very mean Opinion of both them and 
their Religion. However, our Confeſſor, who 
viſited us twice or thrice a Week, and continued 


to dine with us conſtantly on Sundays, often repre- 


ſented to me the Happineſs and Bleſſings that at- 


tended a religious Life. One Day I plainly told 
him, that the longer I had been a Catholic, the 


leſs I was inclined to become a Jeſuit, He ex- 
preſſed no ſmall Surprize at what I ſaid ; but upon 
my adding that I had not ſuch a Fund of Virtue as 
was neceſſary to make a good Jeſuit, he ſmiled, 


and without returning me any Anſwer to it, Tam 
not, ſaid he, quite well To-day; I was a little too 


free with myſelf laſt Night. Was you, I replied, 
Yeſterday at ſome Entertainment? I was, he an- 
ſwered; for you know Yeſterday (the 3 iſt of Fuly) 
was St. Ignatiuss Day, the Founder of our Order, 
and we always celebrate his Anniverſary. Lord 
T-—-73 ſent us a Side of Veniſon for that Purpoſe, 
which we ordered to be dreſſed at the B--- and G- 
Inn and Tavern in Holborn. There we all met to 
regale ourſelves and be merry. The Man of the 
Houſe furniſhed us with ſome of the beſt French 

Wine I ever drank in England. We were Four- 
and-twenty Jeſuits ; we have not made ſo fine an 
Appearance theſe many Years : But we were not 
all there; for ſome were ſick, and others were 
otherwiſe employed. Put Four-and-twenty Jeſuits, 
you mult allow, made a very fine Appearance at a 
Feaſt; and muſt, in a Twelvemonth's Time, do 
a great deal of Good in this large and populous 


City: 
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City : And beſides, as there are here great Num- 
bers of all other Orders, a great deal of Buſineſs 
is done. | 

This ſame good Man dining with me on the 
Sunday after the Alliance between the Queen of 
Hungary and the French King was made public, 
appeared in a new Dreſs (Blue lined with Red), 
which I thought not becoming a Man of his holy 
Profeſſion. However I took no Notice of it. But, 
as we were litting after Dinner at our Bowl of 
Punch, as uſual, on which Occaſion he uſed ta 
ſpeak his Mind to me with great Freedom, Dor't. 
you take notice, ſaid he, of my new Dreſs To-day 2. 
(taking up the Flap of his Coat, and ſhewing the 
red Lining), or have you not heard the joyful Tide- 
ings ?* Why, the Two great Catholic Powers have en. 
tered into an offenſive and defenſive Alliance, and Þ-. 
bave therefore put on my Regimentals. He had, he 
told me, bought that Dreſs on this very Occaſion. 
I faid no more, than that Gentlemen of his Order 
appeared to me very h:eroglyphical ; But I ſolemnly 
declare to you, I never thought it any Part of my 
Duty, either as a Chriſtian or a Catholic, to be an 
Enemy to my King or my Country, The Jeſuits 
all know, as well as the whole Catholic Tribe, 
that they could never prevail upon me to join in 
their treaſonable Healths, and that I always uſed 
to banter and ridicule their political Zeal, when 
they told me, as they frequently did, that Charley 
would be here very ſoon with the Sword of Tuſtice 
that he would not ſtand parlying, but would make all 
the Black-Gown Dogs the Head ſhorter. 

At certain Times I took the Liberty to reproach 
them with Ingratitude, for ſpeaking diſreſpectfully 
of a Prince and a Government that treated them 
with ſo much Mildneſs and Clemency ; and for 
even taking Occaſion from thence, as they do, to 
impoſe on the Simple and Credulous, and make 

: 2 
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them believe that our Miniſters of State, and moft 
of the great Men of the Kingdom, are Catholics 
in their Hearts. Such is the grateful Return they 
make for the Lenity and Tenderneſs ſhewn them ! 
I ſhall now relate to you what above all preju- 
diced me againſt my new Religion, and induced 
me, after a violent Struggle with myſelf, to apply 
to you for Advice. I ſhall relate it with Horror, 
and ſhould for ever have concealed it, were it not 
to ſhew you what Sort of Men the Popiſh Miſſiona- 
ries are (ſuch of them at leaſt as I have had the Miſ. 
fortune to be acquainted with), who impoſe on un- 
wary Proteſtants, with an Appearance of Sanctity, 
and are ever crying up the Holineſs of Holy Mother 
Church. The Youth whom Lady / took from 
his Proteſtant Parents, as I have told you already, 


brought up to Town. to be educated in the Ca- 


tholic Religion, and bound Apprentice to me, 
was, at the Tame time in his Spirituals committed, 
as ſuch other Youth were, to the Care of a Prieſt 
Hz, highly efteemed for the Holineſs of his 
Life, "and thought the beſt qualified of any to in- 
ſtruct and educate young Converts. But the holy 


Man, inſtead of inſtructing this raw Country Boy 


in any moral or Chriſtian Duty, taught him, [ 
ſhudder in relating it, when he went to Confeſſion, 
the Practice of the moſt abominable of all Vices, 
As the Boy on his Return Home ſeemed greatly 
caſt down, and very unealy, I aſked him, num- 
berleſs Times, from whence it proceeded, without 
his returning me any Anſwer. However, with 
repeated Intreaties and Commands, I prevailed in 
the End; and he told me what had happened to 
him; adding, that he trembled the whole Time; 
that he was very unwilling ; but that his Director 
command:d him to yield; and that, after the Per- 
petration of the Crime, the good 'Man kneeled 
down before a little Altar, and faid a ſhort Prayer. 

I was 


| 
| 
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J was quite thunder- ſtruck at ſuch a Scene of Abo- 


mination and Wickedneſs, and broke out into moſt 
violent Exclamations againſt my new Religion. 
When I returned to myſelf, I repreſented to the 
Boy the Heinouſneſs of the Crime, and the unhappy 
End to which it would bring him. He ſeemed 
affected with what I ſaid, and promiſed to avoid, 
for the future, ſo enormous a Sin. But as he was 
an ignorant Country Boy, only "Thirteen or Four. 
teen Years old, I was afraid that the Commands 
of his Director, who had great Power over him, 
would get the better of all his good Reſolutions, 
and therefore determined to let that vile Man 
know how much I was offended at ſeeing thoſe 
whoſe Buſineſs it was to check others in their 
wicked Courſes, teaching them Wickedneſs. Thus 


I flattered myſelf I ſhould prevent him from tempt- 
ing the Boy a-new ; but he, conſcious of his Guilt, 

carefully avoided me, pretending to be in great 
Haſte when I happened to meet him in the Streets, 


and telling me, waen I begged he would favour 


me with his Company at my Houſe, or give me 


Leave to wait upon him at his Lodgings, that he 


could not ſpare a Moment in a Year from the 


holy Functions of his Office, to make a Viſit ; and 
that I might call upon him a hundred times, and not 


find him at Home. This greatly embaraſſed me, 


as I was, on the one hand, determined to prevent, 
by all means, the utter Ruin of my Apprentice ; 
but, on the other, afraid to proyoke the Party ; 


ſenſible that they would all join againſt me, in 


favour of the Lord's Anointed, and ſtick at no- 


thing to defame and diſcredit me. I was therefore 


for ſome time quite at a Loſs how to proceed in 
ſo dangerous an Affair: But in the end reſolved 
to apply to Lady , and beg ſhe would allow 
the Boy to be inſtructed by my Director, who 
lived near me, and not by the other, who lived 

at 
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at a great Diſtance, which was very inconvenient 
to me in my Buſineſs. I applied to her Ladyſhip 
accordingly, who, after beſtowing the higheſt En- 
comiums on the other, as having been recom- 
mended to her by the Biſhop (C. the titular 
Bifhop of London), conſented to my Requeſt. This 
Point being gained, I grew very eaſy, and was 
pleaſed with myſelf for what I had done : Bur, 
alas! my Satisfaction was very ſhort-lived. The 
wicked Director, not able to bear the Loſs of his 
Pupil, camplained of it to her Ladyſhip ; telling 
her, that he was ſure no other Perſon could ma- 
nage him ſo well as himſelf, as he was thoroughly 
acquainted with his natural Temper, and knew 
how to warp it into a good Diſpoſition of Mind. 
Hereupon her Ladyſhip ordered the Boy back for 

Inſtruction to this holy Man, who repeated the 
Crime as often as his Diſciple went to Confeſſion. 
Of this I was informed, and of ſomething ftill 
worſe (if there can poſſibly be any-thing worſe), 
by the Boy, who now began to be loft to all 

Shame. You may imagine, dear Sir, how it af- 

fected me, who became a Catholic chiefly for the 
Benefit of Confeſſion and Abſolution, to find what 
an-unhallowed Uſe was made of that Sacrament or 
Ceremony, by thoſe in whoſe Hands the Power of 
* is lodged. 

As the Boy told his Confeſſor that he had made 
me privy to what paſſed between them, the aban- 
doned Wretch, alarmed thereat, and thinking he 

could by no other means prevent a Diſcovery, but 
by making me Partaker with him in his Guilt, 
commanded his Dilciple to attempt it, inſtructed 
him how to go about it, what was the moſt proper 

Time, and threatened to murder him if he did not 
compiy with his Commands and Directions. Could 
you imagine, Sir, that there were Men ſo aban- 


e wicked in any Nen. or upon the F _ 
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of the Earth? I did not, I am ſure, till I changed 
my Religion, and became a Papiſt. The Boy ex- 
ecuted his helliſh Commiſſion, as far as he could, 
with great Addreſs. For finding me one Evening 
ſomewhat exhilarated, he laid hold of that Oppor- 
tunity, purſuant to the Directions of his ghoſtly 
Father, to expreſs great Affection and Kindneſs for 
me, and even to tell me, that he liked me better 
than his Confeſſor. As I had no Idea of his, 
or rather of his Confeſſor's, wicked Deſign, I did 
not mind then what he ſaid. But reflecting on it 
the next Morning, I called him to a ſtrict Ac> 
count, when he diſcovered the Snare his Confeſſor 
had laid for me. He afterwards told me, that his 
Confeſſor ſhewed great Concern at his not havin 
ſucceeded in the Attempt ; and had ordered him 
to renew it again and again, at proper Times; 
threateng to ſtab him to the Heart if he did not ac- 
compliſh it. In this deplorable Situation I re- 
ſolved (and this was my only Reſource), to recur 
to my Confeſſor, and open the whole Affair to him; 
not doubting but he, no leſs ſhocked at ſuch enor- 
mous Wickedneis than I was, would put a Stop 
to it, either by getting the Confeſſor ſent abroad, 
or the Boy taken from him, and committed to the 
Care of a more proper Director. To him I had 
' Recourſe accordingly; and made him privy to the 
whole, But he, to my inexpreſſible Surprize, 
made very ſlight of it; telling me, that it might 
be ſo; but that if any evil Thoughts roſe in my 
Mind at the Time I was tempted to commit the 

Sin, I might juſt as well have committed it, and 
was as guilty as the other. I had obſerved be- 
fore, that theſe holy Men thought it no Crime, 
on certain Occaſions, to lye, to calumniate, to 
ſwear falſly, Sc. but did not think that they were 
arrived at ſuch a Pitch of Iniquity, as to extenu- 
ate and excuſe, even in one of themſelves, the 


3 blackeſt 


64 M. As Moti ves, &c. 


blackeſt of Crimes, inſtead of preventing | it, ab 
they might eaſily have done. 

As I now defpaired of ſeeing a Stop put to this 
execrable Practice by my own Confeſſor; and the 
other gave me no Opportunity of remonſtrating 

againſt it by Word 5 Mouth; I reſolved to con- 
vey my Remonſtrances to him in a Letter, flat: 
tering myſelf that they might make ſome Impreſ- 
ſion on his Mind to his Amendment. In my Let- 
ter I repreſented to him, in the ſtrongeſt Terms J 
poſſibly could, the Heinouſneſs of the Crime, from 
all the aggravating Circumſtances attending it, 
'The Letter, dated Sepz. 12, 1755, was carried to 
his Lodgings, and left there, by an intimate Ac- 
quaintance of mine, who was a Proteſtant, and 
h privy to the Contents. I have a Copy of it by 
me; and the Perſon who conveyed it to his Lodg- 
ings is {till living, and ready to atteſt the Truth 
of what I have ſaid. The holy Man did not vouch- 
Tafe to return me an 4/nſwer, thinking himſelf, I 
ſuppoſe, above all Reproof from a Layman : But. 
when I met him, about Six Weeks after, in the 
Street, at Great Turn-/lile, Holborn, not far from 
his Lodgings, and aſked him whether he had re- 
ceived my Letter, he told me he had, but that it 
was not his Buſineſs to define or diſtinguiſh (for I 
had- diſtinguiſhed in my Letter between a com- 
pound Sin and a {imple one), that a mortal Sin 
was a mortal Sin, and no more; and that one was 
to be got rid of the ſame Way as another. He 
ſeemed not a little confounded, pleaded great Haſte, 
and left me before I could make any Reply. 

Not long after my Confeſſor dining with me, 
according to his Cuſtom on a Sunday, invited me 
after Dinner to take a Walk with him, no Doubt, 
to have an Opportunity of entering with me alone 
upon that Subject. For his whole Diſcourſe turned 


upon it; and he ſaid all that poſſibly could be 
ſaid 
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ſaid, to leſſen my Averſion to ſo unnatural and 
horrid a Crime. He alleged a certain Circum- 
Rance, which I ſhall not mention, to extenuate the 
Guilt of the Criminal Director; and upon my ſay- 
ing that it did not alter the Nature of the Offence : 
Offence, he replied, moſt Things wwe do are Offences 1 
if God will puniſh us for all we do amiſs, and not al- 
low us Time and Means to atone for our Offences, who 
will go to. Heaven ? You are more ſcrupulous about this 
Afﬀair than you need to be. I ſhall paſs over in Si- 
lence an Argument which he made uſe of on an- 
other Occaſion, © to reconcile me to that Sin; he 
muſt remember it, and I fhall never forget it. I 
was now ſenſible that my Confeſſor and ſpiritual 
Guide was ſtriving, in Concert with the wicked 
Director, to make me Partaker of his Guilt, in 
order to ſilence me. Some time after I confeſſed 
to another Jeſuit (Mr. /—e), my Confeſſor being 
then out of the Way; and, on that Occaſion, told 
him, that I was grievoufly afflicted, becauſe 4 
Temptation was laid in my Way to commit a moſt 
execrable Sin. He anſwered, Jou had better avoid 
it (he could not fay leſs), but do not make yourſelf 
uneaſy about it, for * you ſbould yield to the Tempta- 
tion it is only doing a little more Penance. He was, 
I doubt not, apprized of the Affair, and thus gave 
me a comfortable Indulgence, This ſtruck me with 
Horror; for of this Jeſuit I had hitherto enter- 
tzined a better Opinion than of any other 1 knew. 
But I was now convinced, that they all act upon 
the ſame helliſh Principles; mand — to attain their 
End, they ſtick at no Crime however enormous. 
They have often told me, that their Schemes are 
all laid ſo deep, and fo well concerted among them- 
ſelves, that there is nv Inſtance of their having 
ever miſcarried. I believe it; for they are, gene- 


rally n. Men of Parts and Addrefs, well- 
K | acquainted 
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acquainted with the World, and think no Means 
of carrying their Schemes into Execution unlawful. 
As they now deſpaired of ſilencing me, by make- 
ing me an Accomplice of the infernal Director, I 
began to apprehend they might recur to ſome other 
Means of ſhutting my Mouth. I recollected what 
my Confeſſor ſaid, on Occaſion of my mentioning 
to him an Affront that was offered me; via. if that 
Per ſon gives you any farther Trouble, one of our Iriſh- 
men wii quiet bim for a Couple of Guineas, and I 
likewiſe remembered, that he had told me on an- 
other Occaſion, that falſe Witneſſes may be eaſtly got 
in this City. I therefore expected now nothing leſs, 
as I was well acquainted with their Principles, than 
that they would either employ ſome. of their Jriſb- 
men to quiet me, or ſuborn falſe Witneſſes to ſwear 
my Life away, perhaps the Boy himſelf ; or an- 
other, who tempted me at their Inftigation, as I 
have good Reaſon to believe, to commit the ſame 
Crime. However, I determined not to reſt till 
the Boy, who, encouraged by his Director, grew 
daily more audacious and abandonedly wicked, was 
taken either from him or from me. I ſucceeded in 
the End; the Nuncio, who had the Care of the 
- Boy, Lady / being gone to France, thinking it 
adviſeable, upon my threatening to apply to Juſtice 
Fielding for Redreſs, to take him from me and bind 
him to another Maſter. He only defired I would 
- give the good Boy a Character, and ſend him, be- 
fore he left me, to his Director (for I had not al- 
Jowed him for a long time to go near him) for 


ſiome ſpiritual Advice. I inadvertently conſented. 


to both Requeſts, being glad to get rid of ſuch a 
Profligate at any rate. But the Nuncio was ſcarce 
gone from my Door when I bethought myſelf, that 

if 1 gave the Boy a good Character, I could never 
afterward complain of his. monitraus Behaviour, 
nor could I ever mention the criminal Intercourſe. 


between 
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between him and his Director, if I myſelf ſhould 
ſend him for ſpiritual Advice to that very Direc- 
tor. That the Nuncio was privy to this ugly At- 
fair I cannot aver; but I well knew that he was 
entirely governed by the Jeſuits, and I was too well 
acquainted with the ſubtil Tricks and Wiles of 
thoſe good Fathers not to be upon my Guard againſt 
any thing that came from them, or from any under 
their Direction and Guidance. I therefore con- 
eluded that they had choſen this Method, ſince the 
reſt had all prgved ineffectual, to oblige me to be 
ſilent; and I thereupon wrote immediately to the 
Nuncio, to let him know that I thought myſelf 
bound in Conſcience to retract the Two Promiſes 
T had made him. I have a Copy of this Letter b 
me, dated May 16, 1757; and likewiſe a Copy of 
the Letter I wrote to him ſome time before ; viz. 
April 6th, 1757, wherein I complained to him of 
the Boy's diſorderly Conduct; and told him, that 
Feould bear it no Tonger, nor would I. The Day 
after I wrote the Letter to the Nuncio, wherein 
retracted the Promiſes I had made him, he came to 
my Houle to expoſtulate with me about it. But 
not finding me at home, he told my Wife, that he 
did not want me to do any thing againſt my Con- 
ſcience: God forbid he ſhould ; and that I needed 
not ſay great Things in Favour of the Boy, nor yet 
Paint him in the worſt Light. He expreſſed great 
Anger at the Letter; and it was, no doubt, a 
great Diſappointment to him and the Party. But 
I kept to the Reſolution I had taken; and he was 
taken from me without my ſending him to his 
ghoſtly Father, or giving him a Character, or ever 
ſeeing the Miſter he is gone to, or ſo much as ſce- 
ing him the Morning he went out of my Houſe. 
I ſhall conclude this Letter with obſerving, that 
though there are wicked Men in all Religions, yet 
in none, I believe, but the Popiſn, is Wickedneſs 
my K2 taught 
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taught and encouraged by thoſe very Men whoſe 
whole Buſineſs it is to check and ſuppreſs it: That 
though Crimes are committed by Men of all other 
Perſuaſions, yet in no other beſides the Popiſh, is the 
only Means appointed, as they tell you, for Men 
to get rid of their Sins, made uſe of, to make thoſe, 
who recur to it, commit them; and that I was not 
ſo much ſhocked at the Wickedneſs of one of their 
Saints, however enormous, as at finding all the reſt 
ſtriving to reconcile me to the blackeſt of Crimes, 
and thinking it a leſs Evil that I ſhould become his 
Accomplice in a Sin abhorred by Nature itſelf, than 
that any ſhould know ſo great a Saint was guilty of 
ſuch a horrid and abominable Practice. 

| 


I am, &c. &c. 
io e 
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FINHE Reflexions with which I cloſed my laſt 
. Letter made a deep Impreſſion on my Mind; 
and I obſerved, at the ſame time, that while the 
E my ſpiritual Guides and Directors, were 
riving to extenuate the blackeſt of Crimes in their 
Fellow Miſſionary, they ſpared no Pains, no Lies 
nor Calumnies, to expoſe and defame one who had 
left them, pretending that they conſulted therein 
the Good of his Soul; and that it was not only 
lawful, bur even meritorious, to oblige him thus to 
return to his. Duty, when all other Means, had 
proved ineffectual. Many Inſtances of their great 
Cunning and Dexterity, in Things of this Sorts 
- ve 
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have been boaſted of to me by my Confeſſor; one 


in particular, that of their kidnapping a Printer of 
ſome Eminence in Amſterdam, for publiſhing ſome- 
thing againſt their Order, and carrying him clean 

off out of the Heart of that populous City, and 
concealing him where he never was heard of more. 
The Story is too tedious to relate, ſo ſhall omit it, 


As theſe, and many other ſuch-like ee woes ap- 


peared to me evidently repugnant to thoſe of the 
Goſpel, though adopted and followed in Practice 


by my ſpiritual Guides, the moſt learned Men of 
that Church, I could not help thinking that I be- 


longed to the moſt unchriſtian Church, and was in my 
Spirituals directed by the moſt wicked Set of Men 
upon Earth. This Thought occurred frequently ta 
my Mind, and I was — more and more con- 
firmed in it, but kept it for a conſiderable Time 
locked up in my own Breaſt. In the End, I re- 
ſolved to unburthen my Mind to you, dear Sir, as 


I had been long honoured with your Friendſhip'and 
Intimacy, and was no Stranger to your Good-na- 


ture, to' your Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and 
Averſion to Popery, as well as to your Knowlege 
and Learning. I acquainted you accordingly with 
the Motives that had induced me to prefer the 
Popiſh Religion to the Proteſtant, as well as with 
thoſe that prompted me, after I had been Four 
Years a Papiſt, to prefer the Proteftant Religion to 
the Popiſh ; and you ſolved all my Doubts, fully 
convinced me of the Errors of Popery, as well as 


of the Truth of the Proteftant Faith; and, like a 


good Shepherd, brought me back to the Fold from 
which the Wolves in Sheeps Clothing had led me 
aſtray. I joined again in Communion with the 
Church of England on the 11th of February, 1757, 
the Day of the General Faſt, which I ſhall ever 
look upon as the moſt happy Day of my Life; 
and ſhall ever acknowlege myſelf, next to Heaven, 


0 o . 
Laff wrt tf 


# 


8 
Ad 


» 


Mr. A—D's Motrves, &c. 


bs indebted to you for the Change I then made, of 


the worſt of Religions for the beſt. 

I carefully concealed the Step I had taken from 
my Confeſſor, as well as from the reſt of the Jeſuits 
and Papiſts in general, remembering what my Con- 
Feſfor bad told me; . viz. that falſe Witneſſes may be 
eaſily procured in this City; and that one of their Iriſh- 


men would quiet a Man for a Couple of Guineas. As 


my Confeſſor, a great Man among them, and the 
firſt, after Mr. ., of the Order in England, 
had, on occaſion of his frequently dining at my 

ouſe, diſcovered to me many of their Secrets; 
dme of greater Importance than any I have yet 
diſcloſed ; as I was well acquainted with their Prin- 
ciples, and the antichriſtian Spirit of Revenge 1 
had obſerved in them all, I did not doubt but 
they would, by ſome Means or other, wreak their 
Vengeance 42 me, ſhould they know I had left 
them, I abſented myſelf indeed from Maſs, and 


theit other holy Functions, but continued to ſhow 
them the ſame, Reſpect and Regard as I had done 
while a Member of their Church. However, the 
extraordinary Kindneſs they affected for me at this 


time inclines me to think, they began to appre- 
hend that I was diflatisfied, and intended to leave 


them. The Nuncio called upon me, and offered 


me Money; he, whom I had not formerly been 


able to prevail upon with repeated Intreaties to pay 
the Money, that in Juſtice was due to me for at- 


tending the ſick Priſoners; but I rejected his Offer. 
They adviſed me, at the ſame time, to write to 


Tome of the Catholic Nobility, whom they named, 


and who, they ſaid, would favour me with their 


Cuſtom and Countenance, if I were known to them. 
But, above all, they preſſed me to wait on an emi- 
nent Catholic Fhyſician, Dr. V7, who, they 


told me, would employ all his Intereſt, which was 
very great, in my Behalf; and even propoſed my 
RE taking 
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taking a Countryman of his, and, I believe, a 
Relation, for my Partner ; which they aſſured me 
would bring me ſoon into very good Buſineſs. But 
I was now a Proteſtant, and therefore determined 
to enter into no new Connexions with the Papiſts, 
how. advantageous ſoever they might prove, nor to 
accept any Favours from them. I declined recom- 
mending myſelf to their Nobility ; and was ſo far 
from paying my. Court to their Phyſician,” that 
when I Gund his Chariot at the Door of Twa Pas 
tients whom we both attended, I deferred my Viſit 
till he was gone. 734 663 bag $201 007 11503 
In the mean time my Confeſſor, miſſing me at 
Maſs, came in a violent Paſſion to reprimand: me 
for neglefting my Duty. I heard him with Pa- 
tience; and a few Days after ſent him a Letter, to 
let him know that I ſtood in great Want of Money, 
and beg he would put a foreign Nobleman, whoſe 
temporal Affairs he managed, in mind of what he 
owed me. I told him in my Letter, that as I was 
preſſed to pay ſome ſmall Debts, hut could nat till 
1 was paid by that Nobleman, it would be great 
Charity in him to ſpeak a Word in my Favour, and 
that Charity was the grand Characteriſtic of a 
Chriftian Temper. My Preſumption in writi 
thus to ſo holy, ſo charitable a Man, provoked 
him to ſuch.a Degree, that, upan the Receipt of 
the Letter, he flew to my Houſe, and with more 
Malice and Rage than I ever had ſeen in a human 
Countenance in the whole Courſe of my Life, aſked 
me what I meant by ſending him ſuch Letters, and 
telling him what was the Characteriſtic of a Chriſtian 
Temper. He added, that he was to teach me, and 
not I him; that it was a Reflection upon Religion, 
J ſhould take upon me to inſtruct him; and that, 
as to my temporal Affairs, he would not be plagued 
with them, and I might therefore do 41 could, | 
for he would ſay nothing to the Nobleman about | 
| them, | 
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them. As he had recommended me to that Noble: 
man's Cuſtom, and to him I had formerly applied 
with Succeſs, and could apply to none elſe for my 
Money; ſuch | a Behaviour at this Juncture in a 
religious Man, and one who pretended the greateſt 
Friendſhip and Kindneſs for me, who had been 
always welcome to my Houſe and my Table, and 
entertained by me in the beſt Manner I could, will, 


no Doubt, appear very ſtrange, and almoſt incre- 
dible to you who are unacquainted with ſuch a 


Race of Men as the Jeſuits. - But I had known 


them too long and too intimately, to be ſurprized 
at any thing they ſaid or they did. This Behaviour 
of my ghoſtly — Director you will think 
ſill more unchriſtian, when I tell you, that I at- 
tended and ſupplied with Medicines his Siſter, his 
Nephew and Niece, in ſeveral Illneſſes, without 
ever receiving a Farthing from any of them. Of 
his: Siſter's Bill indeed I made him a Preſent at 
Cbriſimas, with a Receipt in full, which he readily 
accepted; and as for his Nephew and Niece, they 
looked, I ſuppoſe, on the great Care their good 
Uncle had taken of my Soul as a Payment in full 
of all my Demands ; they have not at leaſt paid 
ms to this Day in any other Coin. | 
As my Creditors were now become very ads 
ſome, no Doubt, at the Inſtigation of my Confeſ- 
ſor, and the reſt 'of thoſe holy Fathers, who began 
to ſuſpet me, as I went neither to Mafs nor Con- 
feſſion, I applied to ſeveral Catholics who owed me 
a good deal more than I owed. But ſome of thoſe 
Patterns of Juſtice and Charity pretended that they 
could not ' conveniently pay me juſt then; whiltt 
others told me in plain Terms that they would not, 
and bid me do my worſt. Thus does the leaſt Suſs 
picion of Apoſtacy diſſolve, even with the beſt Men 
of that Church, every Band of Juſtice as well as 
* In this deplorable Situation of my do- 
meſtic 


having all ele paying what they owed me; in 
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meſtie Affairs, thoſe mercileſs Men prevailed on 
done of their Tradeſmen, Uncle to my wicked Ap- 


prentice, and an intimate Acquaintance of his more 
wicked Director, to cauſe me to be arrefted ; and 
I was arreſted accordingly, for the firſt time in my 
whole Life, at Noon-day, as I was coming out of 


5 my own Houſe to viſit a Patient; the Tradeſman 
crying out aloud to the Officer, in the Sight and 


Hearing of all my Neighbours, 7 bere's your Pri- 
ſoner, take him. | 

. Here, Sir, I muſt obſerve to you, that I had 
but a little Time before attended this Tradeſman's 
Wife, in one of the maſt dangerous as well as moſt 
painful and difficult Diſeaſes incident to a human 
Body, the Twiſting of the Guts, with Inflamma- 
tion of the ſame, and had cured her; that he had 
never threatened to arreſt me, but only preſſed me 
for his Bill, that he might know how the Balance 
ſtood that he ſeemed very well ſatisfied when I 
gave him my Account; that almoſt one Half of 
his Bill was for cloathing his Nephew, the Boy 
Lady „— had ſo kindly beſtowed on me; and 
that the Money the foreign Nobleman owed me, 
would alone have enabled me to ſatisfy all my Cre- 
ditors, as my Confeſſor very well knew. The 
Officer told both me and my Wife, that he had 


never before arreſted in ſo public Manner a Houſe- 


keeper, who went about his Buſineſs, and did not 
abſcond ; but that the Tradeſman, who would by 
all means come with him, inſiſted on his arreſting 


me in that public Manner, in ſpite of all the Ar- 
guments he could uſe to the contrary. I went 


peaceably with the Officer to his Houſe ; but a Pro- 
teſtant Gentleman of my Acquaintance was no 
ſooner informed of what had happened to me, than 
he flew to the Houſe, and depoſited the Money, as 

I was then unprovided, my Catholic Creditors 


Order 
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order to compaſs my Ruin; for at the ſame time 
they ſpread many lying Reports to prejudice me in 
the Opinion of thoſe who employed me. This hap- 

ned on the 2 1ſt of 'March, 1757; and the fame 
| Bay my Wife ſent Word to our Confeſſor, that ſhe 
ſhould be glad to ſee him. He came immediately; 
and all ſhe deſired of him was, that he would now 
at leaſt get the Money paid, as he eaſily might, that 
the foreign Nobleman owed us, and thus enable us 
to ſatisfy our Creditars. But though he found her, 
as ſhe had had ſeveral fainting Fits one after an- 
other, in ſuch a Condition as would have demanded 
Pity of any thing in human Shape but a Jeſuit z 
he was not in the leaſt affected with her Prayers, 
her: Intreaties and 'Tears, but looked as chearful 
and unconcerned as if nothing had happened. He 
ſoon left her, and coming to me in another Room, 
he began to expatiate on the Cares and Anxieties 
that attended all worldly Affairs, thanking God 
' that he had nothing to do with them, and wiſhing 
1 had nothing more to do with them than he. 1 
knew what he aimed at, and made him no An- 
. fwer. He came again the next Day; and upon my 
repreſenting to him the Danger I was in of being ar- 
reſted anew, as it was impoſſible for me to pay 
unleſs I was paid; What need you, ſaid he, in a vio- 
lent Rage, make ſuch a Buſtle about your Money being 
| paid? Why dont you ſell the fine Things about you ? * 
I warrant you that Thing (pointing to an Eſcrutoire) 
will yield you Ten Guineas: And thus left us to the 
Mercy of our Creditors, who would certainly have 
ſeized on our Effects, had not Providence f upplied 
us with Money by another Hand, and ſaved us 
from the total Ruin this holy Man intended us for 
the Good of our Souls. In the mean time, a Ca- 
tholic Gentle woman in our Neighbourhood, inti- 
mately acquainted with the Jefuit Father Mr. J/—e, 
ſent my Wife the Life of Lady Warner to read, who 
3 | 7 IN” | had 
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had left her Huſband, her Children, her Relations 
and Friends, to retire to a Convent and embrace a 
religious Life, in one of the ſtricteſt Orders of tlie 
Church. The Gentlewoman flattered herſel = 
doubt, that my Wife, by peruſing that B 

her preſent melancholy Situation, might be inſpired 


with the Reſolution of following the Example of 


fuch a Pattern of Sanctity; but by this Time ſhe 


was returned, as well as myſelf, to the Church vu 


had left, About the ſame time, I received an Order 
from a foreign Nobleman to viſit one of his Do- 
meſtics, whom L had met in the Street a Day or 
Two before, but who, I was told, lay then ſick on 
board a Ship. With the Meſſenger, who: 

me the Order, came one of the Ship's Company 
to attend me to the Place (Iron Cate) where the 
Veſſel lay. But I declined, on ſeveral Conſidera- 
tions, to comply with the Order; and ſent an Ex- 


cuſe in a Letter to the Perſon from whom I had 
received it. The Direction that was given to the 
Ship J have ſtill by me, as well as a Copy of the 
Letter I wrote to excuſe my not complying with + 


the Order; and you, if I miſtake not, have ſeen 
them both. I did not repent of the Caution I had 
uſed, when one of the ſame Nobleman's Domeſ- 
tics, whom I met in the Street, told me, upon my 
enquiring after the Health of his ſick Fellow Ser- 


vant, that he did not know he was ſick; and at the 


ſame time informed me, that the Ship failed the 
very Night that I was to viſit my Patient on board, 
or carly next Morning, As the whole Ship's Com- 
pany were Foreigners, they would not perhaps have 


underſtood me, when I wanted them to ſet me 


aſhore. 


My Confeſſor cameatlaſt, and with bim che foreign | 
Nobleman's Steward, to pay me my Bill. But this 


holy Man, taking Advantage of the Diſtreſs I was 


In at * Time, brought with him only Twenty 


L 2 SGruineas, 
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Guineas; which he told me, if I would take, and 


mY give him a Receipt in full, I might, but otherwife 


ſhould have nothing, or wait as long as they 


thought proper. As I ſtood in great Want of 


Money, and knew that I could have no Redreſs 
from the Law, I accepted that Sum, though Six- 
teen Pounds odd Money ſhort of my juſt Due, and 
gave a Diſcharge in full, chuſing rather to loſe a 
Part than the Whole. How different from the 
preſent was this Man's Behaviour to me when they 
wanted to convert my Wife, when I was a zealous 
Catholic and went punctually to Maſs, to Confeffion, 
and Communion! on this Occaſion I could not help 
ring the one with the other. He muſt re- 
member, that he would then have had me raiſe to 
Twenty Pounds, one of my Bills that amounted 
only to Seven Pounds Ten Shillings, telling me 
that the Nobleman expected it would come to that 
Sum; that he was rich, and able to pay, and that 
therefore needed not be ſcrupulous about it. 
He muſt likewiſe remember, that he ordered me to 
write out the Bill anew ; that he bid me charge the 
Nobleman well; and that, by his Directions, I 
raiſed it from Seven Pounds Ten Shillings to Ten 
Pounds, which did not then exceed the Bounds of 
fome of the Gentlemen of my Profeſſion in charge- 
ang their Patients; telling him, as Conſcience 
ſeemed with him to be out of the Queſtion, that I 
could by no means make it amount to Twenty 
Pounds without forfeiting for ever my Reputation 
and Credit, ſhould I over-charge him ſo much, and 
if it ſhould ever be ſeen by any of my Profeſſion. 
Indeed I do not at all doubt, but had I then com- 
plied with his Directions, he would have produced 
that extravagant and unreaſonable Bill to diſcredit 
me among my Cuſtomers, as ſoon as he miſſed me 
at Maſs. For ſo long as you keep fair with them, 
you can do nothing amiſs, you may cheat and 


impole 
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impoſe as much as you pleaſe; but the Moment 
vou quarrel with them, of a Saint you become the 
moſt wicked of Men. My Confeſſor thought it 
would be no Crime in me, while I was his humble 
and obedient Penitent, to impoſe on others in the 
Manner I have ſaid. But when he began to ſuſpect 
that I had withdrawn myſelf from his Direction, 
he thought it no Crime in himſelf to rob me of 
what was, in ſtri& Juſtice, my Due. 

This good Man had, for the Space of almoſt 
Three Years, viſited us Three or Four times, a 
Week, and conftaritly dined with us on Sundays, 
and paſſed the whole Afternoon with us; nay, and 
communicated to us without Reſerve, when he 
rew merry and open, his own Secrets, as well as 
thoſe of his Order, in which he is a leading Man, 
and the firſt, after the great Mr. B-k-r, in England. 
But he had of late left off dining with us, and 
viſited us very rarely ; however, on the 25th Day 
of laſt April, he came in a violent Paſſion to ex- 
poſtulate with us for omitting our Zaſter Duty (that 
is, going to Confeſſion and receiving the Sacra- 
ment, which all Catholics are, by one of the Pre- 
cepts of their Church, bound to do at Eaſter), and 
to know why we had neglected it. I anſwered, that 
neither of us was at prelent diſpoſed to comply with 
that Duty, This heightened his Zeal or his Ragę ; 
and he reproached me,.in the Height of his Paſſion, 
with Diſſimulation, as if my Converſion were not 
ſincere; and told me, that I was biaſſed by tempo- 
ral Views; that we were both in the high Road to 
Perdition, and muttered ſomething about Excom- 
municatian. I put him in mind of our ſtraying 
from all our Friends and Relations to live among 
the Catholics, and be in the Way of doing our 
Duty, as well as the Offer the eee 
made me, and I had rejected; and aſked him, Whe, 
ther I had been biaſſed therein by tomporal Views? 
* K He 
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He replied with great Coolneſs, hy, as ts what 
Jer fay of temporal Views, it muſt be owned that yours 
could not be fuch. He ſeemed to have a great deal 
to {ay to me; but as I was no longer a Member of 
his Church, nor his Penitent, I. went out of the 
Houſe and left him. rn 
Many there are who, after they have been gained 
over to the Church of Rome by ſpecious Arguments 
of the Prieſts, Monks, Friers, and Jeſuits, who 
ſwarm in this Kingdom, repent the Step they have 
_ taken when they become acquainted. with the un- 
chriſtian Spirit of that Church, but have not Cou- 
rage enough to break their Chains; dreading to 
expoſe themſelves ro Men, who they muſt know, 
if they know any. thing at all of their Principles, 
will never reft till they have. by ſome N or 
other wreaked*their Vengeance on thoſe who. have 
left them. I know hat I ſay to be true, and could 
confirm it with wy Inſtances; but ſhall content 
myſelf with the few following ones. A Woman of 
a mean Condition, perverted to Popery ſome Years 
ago, ſeemed to have changed her Temper as well as 
her Religion, being by Turns wrapt up in Devo- 
gs er nt her int Guides, change 
ighs bitterly againſt her ſpiritual Guides, charge- 
ng them with Kyavery, and complaining of. ahe 
barbarous Uſage ſhe has met with from them; but 
ſhe never deſcends to Particulars. They ſent her 
abroad to a Nunnery, whence ſhe ſoon returned 
home. But the Prieſt, in whoſe Hands her Money 
is lodged, a Legacy left her by a Maſter whom the 
hadfaithfully ſerved to the Hour of his Death, will 
not your with it but upon Condition ſhe goes hack 
to the Nunnery, and takes the Veil in the Quality 
of a Lay Siſter. Another Woman of better Con- 
dition and much better Education, whom ſome of 
the buſy Miſſionaries had perverted to Popery, was 
obſerved, an 


* 
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them, to be very penſive and melancholy; and at 
laſt ſhe put an End at the ſame Time to her un- 
happy Situation and her Life with an Over-doſe of 
an Opiate. The following Story By Papifts have 
relared to me as a very true one: A young Gen- 
tlewoman of Fortune, lodging with ſome Catholic 
Relations in Town, was perfuaded by them and 
their Prieſts to embrace their Faith. But ſoon after 
the fell into a deep Melancholy, which, as ſhe told. 
nobody from whence it proceeded, ended in Mad- 
neſs. In that Condition ſhe expreſſed the greateſt 
Averſion at the Sight and the very Name of a 
Prieſt ; however, her Confeſſor would venture into 
her Room. But ſhe no ſooner ſaw him, than ſhe 
flew at him in the utmoſt Fury and Rage; and 
would have torn him to Pieces, had ſhe not been 
| prevented by thoſe who went in with him. 
As our Confeſſor had long miſſed both me and 
my Wife at Maſs, as well as at their other holy 
Functions, and we both had omitted our Eaſter 
Duty, the whole oy began to look upon us ag 
wavering in our Faith, and no Means were left 
unattempted to keep us ſteady. One Day all my 
Creditors were let looſe upon me, though Tawed na 
more in the Whole than 8 5 Thirty and Forty 
Pounds, and an Hundred and ay Tg upwards, . 
were owing to me, as will appear from my Books; 
and they all knew that I was then under Contract 
to fell an Eftate for 1000 Guineas, in which I 
have a Moiety. Another Day I was honoured vith 
Viſits from Perfons of the firſt Diſtinction among 
them, from ſome whom 1 had not ſeen for a 2 8 
Time; and they all expreſſed the greateſt Kindneſ? 0 
and F riendſhip for me, pretendi by be willing to 
ſerve me. Our ghoſtly Father Mr. K-g-y,, mh we 
thought had given us up, came among the reſt on 
Sunday the 17th of July, favoured us with his Com- 
| Pany-at Tea, and ſhowed himſelf more kind and 


obliging 


: 
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obliging than he, or any of tlie Society, had done 
ever ſince the Converſion of my Wife. But our 
-Behaviour to him was ſo cold and reſerved, as 
gave him plainly to underſtand that we cared no 
more for his Company; and he left us quite diſſa- 
tisfied with the Reception he had met with. From 
that Time forward I obſerved Malice and Rage in 
the Looks of all my Catholic Acquaintance. . The 
Jeſuits were greatly alarmed, and ſo was I, and 
both they and I for the ſame Reaſons; viz. becauſe 

I knew fo much of their Affairs and their Conduct 
in this Kingdom; a great deal more than I have 
yet made public, or perhaps ever ſhall. . They 
were afraid I ſhould diſcover all I knew, and I ap- 
prehended (remembering what my Confeſſor had 


told me) that they would find ſome Means to quiet 


me; which I was too well acquainted with their 
wicked Principles to think they would ſcruple to 
do, eſpecially when they found themſelves diſap- 
Pointed in the Deſign which, I have good Reaſon 
to believe, they had formed, of getting me con- 
veyed out of the Kingdom, I therefore deter- 
mined, without farther Delay, to get out of the 
Reach of Men, who had falſe Witneſſes, as well as 
deſperate Ruffians at their Command. This De- 
termination I put in Execution on the 19th of 
Auguſt laſt, ind leaving my Affairs to be ſettled by 
a Friend in Town, I privately withdrew into the 
Country. My thus 4 doubled their 


Alarm, and threw the whole Body of the Jeſuits 


into the utmoſt Canſternation. They 3 to my 
Wife as ſoon as they miſſed me; expreſſed to her 


a great Deſire of ſeeing me once more; and have 
ſince uſed all the Art they are Maſters of to learn 
from my Wife what I am about, and where I am 
zone. I am informed that ſome of them have even 
nfted their Lodgings. But, for me, they may 
ſleep in them as quietly as ever. I am now a Pro- 
8 5 - teſtant; 
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teſtant; and they know that they could not recon- 
cile me to 5 N a he. Papi rſecuting Spirit of 


In September 
laſt they had not yet, it ſeems, non all Hopes of 


regaining me: For Mr. C—ſs the Jeſuit, who was 


ſent, as I have told you in my Firſt or Second Let- 
ter, to a Daniſh Iſland, being returned fram thence 
fince I left London, ſent a Catholic Gentlewoman to 
my Wife, to let her know that he ſhould be glad to 
fee me and that he would. recommend me to the 
chief Man of that Iſland, who, upon his Recom- 
mendarion, would put me in a Way of getting a 
Fortune in a few Years, But I know by Expe- 
rience how little Jeſuitical Promiſes are to be relied 
on; and beſides, no worldly Views, no, not all 
the Wealth the Jeſujts themſelves are poſſeſſed % 
could tempt 'me to exchange the pure Religion 

now profeſs for one in which I know the moſt im- 
moral Practices are countenanced, and the moſt im- 
pious Doctrines are taught. I have heard them 


frequently boaſt, that ſome Thouſands are yearly 


converted in theſe Kingdoms ; and truly, conſi- 


dering the great Number of Miſſionapies ſpread 
over this Country, the Liberty they enjoy, and 


the indefatigable Pains they, as well as eve 
Catholic, take to make Proſelytes, I believe they 
do not exaggerate. 'But ſhould all their Converts - 
be let into the ſame ſecret Doctrines and Practices 


as I have been, I am very confident that not one in 


a Thouſand would long continue among them, if 
not reſtrained by the Fear of provoking ſo power- 
ful a Party combined, without ſticking at any 
means, to compaſs the Ruin of all that leave them. 
I do not wonder that they who have been inured 
from their Infancy to the wicked Principles of 
Popery, and know no other, ſhould live and die 
content in that Perſuaſion ; but that one, who has 


' een a Proteſtant, * is jo 19g Matter of the 
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© preateſt Surprize; and J. can only 1 1 it to * | 
not being acquainted with the ſh 
and the more ſhockin Practices,” 
I tenanced by his new Religi ion. WELL 
oe thow at firſt the clove Fe got, and to ſome 
never ſhow it at all. 
d now, dear Sir, from What! have iitpared 
* you in theſe Letters conc the Principles 
of the Papiſts in al, and of the Jeſuits, the 
Pillars of feet ſurch, in particular ut and from 
What I have communicated tq,you under my Hand; 
relating to the antichriſtian Behaviour and d Conduck 
bf thoſe Fathers in another Gentleman's Caſe, you 


will, I doubt not, conclude, that my Diſlike the 


Doctrines, as well as the Practices of what they 
___ call the Catholic Church, is 17 ounded on Prineiples 
„ of Honour, Honeſty, and eligion; and that if 

tte Words of our Saviour are not e to all 


f that Faith, they certainly are to pe oe ar 


'T have had the Misfortune to be any ways con- 
'cerned with, either in my ſpiritual or temporal Af. 
fairs. And thus I have 1323 to you 4 both 
the Changes I have made; and I ſhall now cloſe 
this Letter, as well as my Narrative, with ſolemnly 
declaring, that I have advanced no Facts in my 
own, or in the other Perſon's Caſe, whom the Jeſuits 
have thought fit to perſecute, but what I know P 
de true; and am ready to confirm upon Oath, if 
it mould be thou neceſſary, before any Mat | 
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